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Editor’s Message 
by Kathleen Stang 

Hello!  I'm so excited to be part of a great team!  Randy left me 
some big shoes to fill; and as the baton gets passed to me, I 
hope I can do justice to this newsletter, and to the office of 
secretary. 
   
The Buzzz is OUR newsletter.  Please feel free to send me your 
photos, anecdotes, recipes, and ideas for consideration into our 
newsletter.  It's always more interesting to get more than one 
perspective, and with so much to learn, it's our duty to share 
our knowledge with each other.   

Thank you for your support.  I look forward to an exciting and 
rewarding term as your secretary, and newsletter editor. 

Volume 59                                                                    November 2017 

mailto:secretarygba@gilroybees.com


President’s Message 
by Randy Fox 

  
It’s a busy time of the year both in the bee yard and around 

our club. For those of you who were unable to make our October 
meeting, elections were held and new officers were elected. Let 
me take a moment to identify who the new officers are. Grant 
Wolfe will continue to be our Vice President, Kathleen Stang will 
be replacing me as Secretary and editor of ‘The Buzzz’ monthly 
newsletter, Sandi Fox will be our new Treasurer. Lastly, since I 
am writing this column I will be the new President of the club 
for 2018. In addition, Roark Diters has agreed to continue his 
valuable work as our Activities Director and Paula Joiner will be 
continuing her very effective but often unseen work as our 
Education Director. The new team is looking forward to a great 
year ahead of us. 

Because of our ongoing membership in the California 
Garden Club and the insurance that they provide us it is 
necessary that we adjust our fiscal year from January 1 - 
December 31st to July 1st - June 30th. This presented the old 
board with a dilemma of how to deal with dues. We would 
normally be collecting dues now and would have had to either 
collect for 18 months to cover the period until June 30th , 2019 
or we would have had to collect 6 months dues now and then 
collect for a full year again in July. Either way would have been 
cumbersome so we elected to extend our 2017 dues thru the 
end of June 2018 and then move forward on the new schedule. 

Lastly, this is a time when we start to think about feeding 
and eating both the bees and ourselves so the next couple of 
meetings will focus on those very subjects. As a follow-up to our 
excellent roundtable discussion about preparing and maintaining 
our bees over the winter months, the November meeting will 
feature Paula Joiner, Mike Stang and Grant Wolfe demonstrating 



how to make pollen patties, Fondant and how to work with 
Drivert as food sources. Our December meeting will be our 
annual Holiday dinner. Last year’s format and menu seemed to 
go over well with the membership so we are looking to do 
something very similar. Kathleen will be sending further details 
in the near future. It will be extremely important for us to get a 
headcount that is as accurate as possible so that we know 
approximately how much food to order. Your timely response to 
requests for headcount will be most appreciated. 

In closing I would like to give a big thanks to Dave Stocks 
and Vicki Basham for all the hard work that they did as President 
and Treasurer over the last year. Please join me in offering your 
thanks to them both when the opportunity presents itself. 

  
                   
                 

                         



                 November Member Photo 
Submitted by Kathleen Stang  

 

The Queen and her court, in my daughter’s (Liana’s) first hive.   



Recipe of The Month 
Submitted by Kathleen Stang  

Just in “thyme” for the holidays: 

Baked Sweet Potatoes 

2 tablespoons olive oil 
3 large sweet potatoes 
2-3 pinches dried or fresh thyme 
2 pinches kosher salt 
Freshly ground black pepper, to taste 
Honey 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Coat the bottom 
of a glass or non-stick baking dish with olive oil, just enough to 
coat.  
Peel and rinse the sweet potatoes. Cut them into medium size 
pieces. Place the cut sweet potatoes in the baking dish and turn 
them so that they are coated with the olive oil. Sprinkle with 
seasonings.  Bake for 60 minutes or until fork tender.  Remove 
from heat, and drizzle with honey.   Serves 4.  Can easily be 
scaled for more. 
                                          

                                         



                                     Plant of The Month 
California Buckwheat 

                     Eriogonum fasciculatum foliolosum 

This California Native evergreen is drought tolerant and 
attractive to honeybees, native bees, and other pollinators as an 
important producer of nectar.  Typical growth in the wild is 
about 6’ high by about 9’ wide.  It has a long blooming season, 
turning from pink to rust, and often holding the rust blooms 
until Spring.  Native Americans used this plant for the treatment 
of headaches, diarrhea, and to heal wounds.  It is also used to 
treat hoarseness of the throats and colds.  Autumn is the best 
time to plant California Buckwheat, as it will be well established 
by Summer.  It prefers full sun, but will take some shade.  This 
plant grows best in zones 7-10.  This photo was taken in our 
garden on 10/3/17, and honeybees are still foraging there. 



                    News from the Bee World  
Articles courtesy of The W.A.S., Bee Culture Magazine, ABJ, and A.A.S. 

                      
              HURRICANE MARIA & PUERTO RICO BEEKEEPERS        
On 20 September 2017 Hurricane Maria made landfall on Puerto 
Rico. One of the untold stories is the devastation to Puerto 
Rico's biology - specifically the unique and critical population of 
honey bees that serve as the linchpin of Puerto Rico's 
agriculture. Severe damage has occurred to bee foraging and 
nectaring plants, to hives, and to beekeeper livelihoods. 

This is the kind of crisis that is overlooked by most institutional 
rescue missions. We are seeking funds for beekeeping supplies to 
rebuild damaged hives and restoring functional bee populations. 
Such specialized supplies can be purchased in the continental US 
and shipped to US Puerto Rico where governmental agencies and 
professional bee biologists can target delivery. Funds will be 
used to purchase hives boxes, frames, foundation for bee 
honeycomb construction and pollen packs to feed bees. 

Please go to https://www.gofundme.com/hurricane-maria-pr-
beekeepers to help. This site was created by Dr. Robert Marc at 
the University of Utah, and passed on to us by Randy Oliver. 
                                          Courtesy of  the W.A.S. Newsletter, October, 2017
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                   My November Beekeeping To-Do List 
By 

Serge Labesque 

A year of extreme events 
2017 will stay in our memory for a long time, if not for the 

rest of our lives. Unfortunately, this is because the year brought 
a long series of calamities that struck all over the planet. 

Following the recent earthquakes in Mexico and destructive 
hurricanes in Asia, on the East Coast and in the Atlantic Ocean, 
uncontrolled fires have erupted over immense areas of 
California. Based on what is presently known as I am writing 
these lines in October, the losses are huge, both in terms of 
human life and property. And yet, when looking at the scorched 
landscape and ash-gray rubble, it is difficult not to think about 
the animals, too; about wildlife; about the bees that may have 
lived there only a few days ago. How could they have survived 
this inferno? Awful thoughts, but a harsh reality nonetheless. If 
only they could have fled the fast-moving flames that trapped 
and engulfed them in the middle of the night… 

Much will have to be done very quickly to rebuild. In time, 
the countryside will regreen, new houses will be constructed, 
and wildlife and bee colonies will rebound. But right now, at the 
onset of the rainy season, the dangers of massive mud slides and 
widespread erosion loom ahead where there is no vegetation 
left to anchor the bare soil in the burned areas. 

Next spring, beekeepers will need to produce nucs and 
queens in large quantities locally in order to help repopulate 
apiaries. Sharing them with neighbor beekeepers in need of bees 
will be crucial in avoiding an overwhelming tidal wave of ill-
adapted foreign bees that could obliterate the local bee 
population. So, yes, there is work lined up for us, but there are 
solutions, too. We just need to seek them and make them 
happen. 



  
In these dreadful circumstances, a big “Thank you!” is in 

order for many people, near and far, as their comforting support 
and generosity toward those affected by this year’s disasters 
have been outstanding. 
November in the apiaries 

The tops of the hives are secured against the wind. Their 
entrances are reduced. Clean monitoring trays are in place 
under the screens of the hive bottoms. With the possible 
exception of a few minor details to complete the preparation of 
the hives for winter, the colonies are finally on their own. 
Barring any unforeseen emergencies or possible colony deaths, 
the hives will not be opened before the cursory end-of-winter 
inspections, three months from now. Breaking the propolis seals 
and manipulating combs sooner would stir up the bees and could 
do irreparable damage that might hurt the colonies. Right now, 
they need to be left undisturbed. 

In spite of the occasional flurry of bee activity in front of 
the hives on mild days, the bees spend most of the time 
clustered inside their brood chambers. While the last of the 
summer bees gradually disappear, young bees produced in mid-
fall are emerging from the dwindling brood nests. Soon, with no 
brood cells to shelter them, all the varroa mites will be 
unprotected. At that point, the bees will have a chance to 
eliminate these parasites by grooming, which may be one of 
their most effective defenses. As evidence of this desirable trait 
and activity, dead, wounded, and discarded mites will be found 
on the monitoring trays. 

We can turn our attention to the equipment we brought 
back from the apiaries in recent weeks, when the volume of the 
hives was being reduced. Some may have to be repaired or 
discarded. Anything that will be used next spring should be 
cleaned. The bent end of a hive tool works well to scrape wax 
and propolis off the wood. Then, the flame of a propane torch 



can be used to sanitize its surfaces, the hive tools and the 
screens of the hive bottoms. Let’s not forget to remove the 
ashes and the tar build-up from the smoker.  Being positive, we 
may also start to assemble new frames for next spring. All these 
tools and equipment will be ready when we need them. 

The call of the bees still draws us to the apiaries for 
occasional and peaceful fall walks. Somehow, it’s a welcome 
change of pace. We make sure that the hives are safe and that 
branches cannot hit them when it’s windy, as this would keep 
the bees agitated. 

This is a good season for planting, too. Although it is easy 
to find plants in nurseries and home centers, the difficulty 
resides in finding healthy plants that were produced without the 
use of pesticides, especially the neonics, which are deadly to so 
many insects, including pollinators. To avoid these poisons, I like 
to propagate plants with material collected in my own garden. 
Obtaining certified organic seeds, scion wood or plants is 
another possibility that may give us access to varieties that are 
not at hand. But when in doubt about the use of pesticides on 
the seed and plant materials we want, it is better to abstain 
from purchasing them. This is just one little step toward 
building an environment that is healthy for all. 

It’s time to put a little honey on the Thanksgiving dinner 
table and to have a grateful thought for the bees and for all the 
good they accomplish. 
In summary, this month: 
- Complete the preparation of the colonies for winter early in 
the month. 
- Raise hives off the ground, if they are not already on stands. 
- Ensure that the hives are adequately ventilated (upper 
ventilation slot open). 
- Reduce the hive entrances. 
- Install mouse guards. 
- Secure the hive tops against high winds. 



- Install clean monitoring trays. From them, we will obtain 
important information about what is happening inside the hives 
during the next few months without disturbing the bees. 
- Inspect the exterior of the hives. 
- Observe the flight paths. 
- Clean and torch tools and equipment. 
- Store unused equipment to protect it from damage caused by 
wax moths, mice and the weather. 
- Start building frames and other pieces of equipment for next 
spring. 
- Review notes from the year. 
- Enjoy some honey. Be thankful for the bees and look forward 
to next season. 

  
Serge Labesque © 2017 



Calendar of Events 

Sunday, Nov. 5:   

Daylight Saving Time Ends~Don't forget to turn your clocks back! 

Tuesday, Nov. 7:  
November Meeting  7:00  

Upstairs at Old City Hall Restaurant  

Feeding Your Bees : Grant Wolfe and Mike Stang will 
demonstrate how to make Fondant, and discuss Drivert 
application. 
Paula Joiner will demonstrate how to make Pollen Patties 

Thursday, Nov. 23:  Happy Thanksgiving! 

Upcoming Classes and Conferences 

Nov. 1:   Successful Beekeeping in Today's Environment with Dr. 
Joe Carson  (Part 1 of a 2-part mini-series).  4:10-5:30 p.m.  
Bonderson Bldg.  197-104, Cal Poly Agriculture, Food and 
Environmental Sciences Center for Sustainability, San Luis 
Obispo.   

For information:   

http://cfs.calpoly.edu/sustainable_ag_lecture_series.html 

Nov. 4:  Alameda County Bee Symposium  9-5  Ed Roberts 
Campus  3075 Adeline St.  Berkeley, CA    

For Information:  http://alamedabees.org/ 

https://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=fa051b77f1&e=512fcbebd4
http://alamedabees.org/


Nov. 8:  Successful Beekeeping in Today's Environment with 
Gene Brandi (Part 2 of a 2-part mini-series).  4:10-5:30 p.m.  ATL 
Bldg. 7 Keck Lab Cal Poly Agriculture, Food and Environmental 
Sciences Center for Sustainability, San Luis Obispo.                   

For information:   

http://cfs.calpoly.edu/sustainable_ag_lecture_series.html 

Nov. 10-11:  Honey Sensory Experience, a two-day immersion at 
The Honey and Pollination Center, Robert Mondavi Institute, UC 
Davis, CA     

For Information:   

http://honey.ucdavis.edu/events/honey-sensory-experience-an-
introduction 

Nov. 14-16:  California State Beekeepers Association Annual 
Convention  Harrah’s/Harvey's in Lake Tahoe, CA.      

For Information:   

http://www.californiastatebeekeepers.com/events.html 
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Bee Club Meetings 
 

First Monday of the month  
Santa Clara Valley Beekeepers Guild 

6:15 pm 
Dwell Christian Church San Jose  

1292 Minnesota Ave San Jose CA 95125  
http://beeguild.org/ 

First Tuesday of the month  
Gilroy Beekeepers Association  

7:00 pm 
Old City Hall Restaurant 

7400 Monterey Rd.  
Gilroy, Ca  

http://www.gilroybees.com 

First Wednesday of the month  
Santa Cruz Beekeepers Guild 

6:30 pm 
El Rio Mobile Home Park,  

 2120 N. Pacific Ave.  
Santa Cruz, CA 

http://santacruzbees.com 

First Thursday of the month  
Beekeepers Guild of San Mateo 

7:00 pm 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

1106 Alameda de Pulgas 
San Carlos, CA 

http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/ 

First Saturday of the month  
Monterey Bay Beekeepers 

8:00 am 

Black Bear Diner 

2450 N. Fremont Street Monterey, CA 93940  
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/ 

http://beeguild.org/
http://www.gilroybees.com
http://santacruzbees.com
http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/


Please Support Our Loyal Sponsors  
 

 


