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Editor’s Message 
by Kathleen Stang 

May is my favorite month of the year!  The chill of winter is over, Spring is 
in full bloom, and our Apiaries are buzzing with activity.  I love watching 
my bees bringing in all of the beautiful pollen, and trying to guess the 
flower sources for the different colors. Equally important, is all of the 
delicious nectar the girls are bringing in.  Swarming season is now going 
strong, as Colonies burst into full production.  My new top bar hive, just 
filled a month ago with bees, has already swarmed, and soon I will be 
putting some of the honey-laden comb into jars.  The rainy season will 
soon be over, so don't forget to keep your water sources full for our little 
friends, as hot weather is just around the corner.                                               
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                                     President’s Message 
                                            by Randy Fox 

                   

Thinking about May 
We have seen a healthy increase in our membership since the first of 
the year and I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our 
new members. A warm welcome to Marsha Poenisch, Jennifer Knauf, 
Tim Knauf, Christopher Burnett, Matt Oetinger, Rebecca Haussmann, 
Robin Schweiger, Paul Schweiger, Trini Rodriguez, Nick DeZubiria, 
Dan DeZubiria, Jim Kendall, Jayne Kendall and Julie Lorenzen. 
As you may remember, when we joined the California Garden Clubs 
Inc. we opted to change our membership year from January/
December to July/June year. With the new year coming soon we will 
now be starting to collect dues for next year. At our last board of 
directors meeting it was agreed that while other bee groups in 
Northern California have raised their dues to as much as $50/year 
we will continue keep ours at the current $20 for individuals and $25 
for families. Please see our treasurer, Sandi Fox, to renew your 
membership. 
I wanted to remind everyone that our July meeting will be our 
annual BBQ dinner. Because of the July 4th holiday we are opting to 
move the July meeting back one week until July 10th. The BBQ will 
be held at Grant Wolfe’s home. There will be no cost to members for 
the event. We will have more details in the June newsletter. 
We have made several past attempts to put together a top bar hive 
training event without success. I am happy to report that this 
month’s meeting will feature our own Wayne Pitts presenting an 
evening of everything you wanted to know about top bar hives but 
were afraid to ask. For those of you new to the Association a brief 
introduction is in order. Wayne was the long time President of the 
Association. He has many years of beekeeping experience and has 
provided valuable mentoring to many of us. This should be a very 
informative evening.  Below is a diagram that Wayne will be using as 
a reference during his talk. 



Top Bar Hive Dimensions 
Courtesy of Wayne Pitts 





                Welcome New Members! 

    Marsha Poenisch                     January 2nd 
    Jennifer Knauf                        February 6th 
    Tim Knauf                               February 6th 
    Julie Lorenzen                        February 6th 
    Christopher Burnett                March 6th 
    Rebecca Haussmann                March 6th 
    Matt Oetinger                         March 6th 
    Trini Rodriquez                       March 6th 
    Macon Sammons                     March 6th 
    Robin Schweiger                     March 6th 
    Daniel De Zubiria                    April 3rd 
    Nicholas De Zubiria                 April 3rd 
    Jaye Kendall                           April 3rd 
    Jim Kendall                            April 3rd 



May Member Photo 
Submitted by Mike Phillips 

From his Garden 



Recipe of The Month 
Watch out, Cinnabon! 

CINNAMON HONEY GLAZED STICKY BUNS 

YIELD: Makes 12 buns 
INGREDIENTS 
2 T butter or margarine, softened 
1 loaf frozen bread dough, thawed 
1/3 cup honey 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1 cup finely chopped pecans or walnuts 
DIRECTIONS 
Grease 12 muffin cups with butter. 
Roll out thawed dough on lightly floured board to 12 x 8-inch rectangle. 
Mix honey and cinnamon. Using back of spoon, spread in even layer over 
dough. Sprinkle with nuts. Roll up dough, starting from long edge and end 
with seam on bottom. Cut dough roll using a gentle sawing motion into 12 
equal-size buns. 
Place buns, spiral side up, in muffin cups. Cover with a piece of plastic 
wrap and let rise 30 to 60 minutes or until buns puff and fill cups. 
Bake at 350°F for 15 to 20 minutes or until golden. Remove from oven 
and carefully turn pan upside down onto board, letting syrup drip onto 
buns before removing them from pan.



Plant of The Month 
Borage 

                                       Borago officinalis 
  

Also known as starflower, Borage is an annual herb in the flowering 
plant family Boraginaceae. It is native to the Mediterranean region 
and is an important source of nectar for Honeybees.  Easily grown 
from seed, this herb will effortlessly take over your garden.  The 
edible blue flowers are historically used to cool drinks, and as a 
cure-all tonic in Herbal lore.   
The plant is usually sown during early spring, and the harvest is 
carried out right before seeds' maturation. At the beginning, borage 
blossoms are pink, and then they become blue. The plant has a long 
flowering period that is basically during the middle of the year, 
which makes it one of the bees' most-loved plants during this period.  

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boraginaceae
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean


News from the Bee World  
Articles courtesy of The W.A.S., Bee Culture Magazine, ABJ, and A.A.S. 
  
RESEARCHERS CREATE MICROPARTICLES THAT COULD 
HELP SAVE HONEY BEES
By Scott Weybright, College of Agricultural, Human and Natural 
Resource Sciences, Washington State University

PULLMAN, Wash. – Honey bee colonies could be saved from 
collapse in the future thanks to a microscopic particle that attracts 
pesticides, as created by Washington State University 
researchers.

Consider this: A grain of salt weighs 58,500 nanograms. It takes 
only 15 nanograms of pesticide to kill a bee.

Researchers at Washington State University have developed a 
new material that attracts pesticide residue in bees. Over time, 
pollen tinged with itsy bitsy amounts of pesticides accumulates in 
a bee’s body, reducing the lifespan of each bee in a colony.

Toxic residue magnet

“The material acts as a magnetic microsponge that absorbs 
ingested toxic residues,” said Waled Suliman, a postdoctoral 
research associate in WSU’s Department of Biological Systems 
Engineering.

The product, a powder, can be incorporated into a sugar solution 
that’s fed to bee colonies. Each microparticle is the size and 
shape of a grain of pollen, making them easily digestible for bees. 
And they’re specially designed and formulated to be safe for 
beekeepers to handle.



Undergraduate innovation nets $20,000

Recently, a group named BeeToxx — comprised of 
undergraduate students mentored by Suliman, WSU’s Derick 
Jiwan, and others — won second place in the Alaska Airlines 
Environmental Innovation Challenge, taking home a $10,000 prize 
and beating out 22 other teams. The students had the opportunity 
to work on a real world problem that goes beyond what they learn 
in classes, Suliman said.

This winter, the team involved was one of four to win the Honey 
Bee Health Coalition’s Bee Nutrition Challenge and also received 
a $10,000 prize. Their proposal was chosen from among 20 
submitted, with only four prize-winners.

“We’re really proud to get noticed for the work we’ve done so far,” 
Suliman said. “And this will help us keep testing and refining the 
product.”

Just passin’ through

When consumed by the bees, the particles attract and absorb 
pesticide toxins. Then, they pass through the bees like any other 
food. Each particle only spends a few hours in their digestive 
system, which is enough to significantly reduce pesticide 
residues.

In fact, each particle of Suliman’s technology can remove about 
300 nanograms of pesticide residue — much more than bees can 
survive.

Last summer, to test this new product, Suliman and assistant 
professor of entomology and manager of the WSU bee program 
Brandon Hopkins fed around 6,000 bees the microparticles in a 



sugar solution. Then they tested feces from those bees and found 
it contained the microparticles. In addition, the bee colonies 
remained healthy, showing that the microparticles don’t harm 
bees.

Measuring toxin attraction

This summer, they will test just how well the particles attract 
toxins in the bees’ bodies by collecting the microparticles after 
they’ve been through the bees and measuring them.

“We’re really lucky that bees have fairly simple digestive 
systems,” Suliman said. “Our material is specifically designed to 
work only on pesticide residues and only at a certain pH level and 
temperature. So the micro-particles won’t absorb amino acids or 
anything else a honey bee eats.”

Since they’re still collecting data, the material isn’t yet available to 
beekeepers. But Suliman is hoping to have the product on the 
market in the next two years.

“We have proof of concept,” he said. “Ultimately, our goal is to 
lessen the economic impact of bee decline not only for 
beekeepers but also for farmers and food prices.”

https://news.wsu.edu/2018/04/09/microparticles-absorb-pesticide-
save-honey-bees/

https://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=3336fab49e&e=512fcbebd4
https://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=3336fab49e&e=512fcbebd4


My May Beekeeping To-Do List 
  

By 
Serge Labesque 

  
Long live the queens! 

The set of genes any female bee carries is a random combination of one half of 
her mother’s genes and of the genes of only one of the many drones her mother 
mated with. In addition, queens are the custodians and dispensers of sperm they 
received from multiple drones during their mating flights. As for the males, they are 
endowed with an unpredictable assortment of only one half of their mother’s genes. 
Therefore, under normal circumstances queen bees that are sisters are different from 
each other and from their mother. Sister queens may actually have very few or, 
possibly not even a single gene in common! This means that any change of queen in a 
hive results in a change in the genetic make-up of the colony and in essence, in a 
different colony. We might as well accept this fact and work with it. 

While the progenies of queens are genetically complex and diversified 
populations, bee colonies blend the differences that exist among their tens of 
thousands of members into coordinated work forces that become clear expressions of 
some of the traits their respective queens possess. Still, this genetic variability, which 
is pervasive throughout the brood of the colonies, is a real challenge for beekeepers 
who wish to retain desirable hive characteristics in the queens they raise. 

Because queen quality cannot be taken for granted, most hive management 
routines include the regular evaluation of colonies and the replacement of 
unsatisfactory or failing queens. There are beekeepers who do not pay much attention 
to the quality of their hives though. They simply maintain the vigor of their colonies 
by ensuring that their queens are young. They requeen their hives systematically; 
some as often as twice a year. I do not. Actually, I leave my queens in place as long as 
they do not compromise the health of their colonies. Sometimes, I even take more 
chances with the very best queens, hoping to preserve some of their superior traits by 
raising a few additional daughter queens from their brood. 

In my apiaries, most of the queen renewal is accomplished by letting the 
divides of the colonies raise their own queens. When the conditions are favorable in 
the spring, I also raise a few queens from the brood of one or two of my preferred 
hives. These queens may be used to requeen colonies that are inherently weak or to 
replace failing queens before the end of summer. 

Although trying to replicate good queens is futile, raising queens from their 
brood can nonetheless be a valid way of improving apiaries. This is because some of 
the mothers’ desirable genes may be transferred to their daughters. So, it’s good to 
know how to produce queens. Actually, the bees do the work; the beekeeper only 
needs to provide the means and initiate the process. Unless one intends to produce 
hundreds or thousands of queens, there is no need or good reason to adhere to the 
rigmarole of setting up cell-starter, builder, and finisher hives, or to learn how to 
graft, or what have you. Queen management may be kept simple, too: Divide colonies 



when they prepare for swarming, let the splits produce young queens, and perhaps, 
raise a few additional queens from good stock with any simple, low-tech queen-
rearing method. Monitor the hives, and requeen them when necessary. 

Long live the queens! 

May in the apiaries 
We’re certainly having an odd spring here this year. The March and early April 

cool and wet weather seems to have slowed the vegetation down by at least a week 
to ten days. The same delay applies to the season of colony reproduction. But unlike 
last year, when similar conditions negatively affected the colonies, this year there is a 
generous nectar flow in spite of the weather. The bees are foraging intensely during 
the favorable weather and at times even in low temperatures or in the rain. Overall, 
the colonies have developed large populations early and they’ve kept growing 
beautifully into very strong units that demand ever more nectar, pollen and water. 
The foragers evidently have found ways to deliver. 

Just as striking is that the colonies produced abnormally large amounts of 
drone comb and drone brood all of a sudden in early spring, and they are maintaining 
large drone populations. This is exactly the opposite of what we had seen in recent 
years, when early drone culling was rampant. Of course, the production of drones is 
to be expected in the spring, but this year, the drone brood is often located close to 
the heart of brood nests, which is an odd location for it. Because this is widespread, 
the explanation might be found in the environment. But what is it? How are we to 
read what the bees are writing in their combs? And how can we best manage our 
colonies under these circumstances? 

So, we are looking at two consecutive years with seemingly similar spring 
weather patterns, but the colonies are responding extremely differently. This shows 
how important it is to be flexible in our beekeeping practices. 

Two points come to mind immediately: One is that the season of colony 
reproduction is likely going to be compressed into a short few weeks span, the most 
intense part of which will probably be in late April or in the early part of May. The 
second is that all this drone brood is going to give an early and powerful boost to the 
varroa mite populations. 

In view of this, it would be tempting to cull a lot of this abundant drone brood. 
But I think that doing this would be a big mistake, because it would be interfering 
with the selective pressure that these conditions will be applying on the colonies. The 
bees that have good defense mechanisms, such as grooming, or hygienic behavior will 
make it, whereas the inept colonies will be eliminated. As we divide our colonies, 
which is what is happening right now or what is about to happen, it is beneficial to 
allow a period of broodlessness to occur in the splits while the young queens are being 
raised. Then, the bees can use their grooming behavior against the mites. This is a 
healthy mechanism swarming colonies use spontaneously. Also, this is the time of year 
when the conditions will be optimal to produce additional queens from our best hives. 
We will be able to requeen any failing hives with them later. It’s an unusual spring 
alright, but the challenge it presents us and our bees could very well be a great 
opportunity to strengthen our local bee populations. 



The spring honey flow leads us to adding still more supers and frames. At this 
time of year, we can safely super early, before there is an urgent need for more 
nectar space, especially when we use empty frames with no comb. Baiting the bees 
into the new supers with a few frames and follower boards that are already in the 
hives helps attract the bees into the new supers. By harvesting some of the early 
spring honey, we can help prevent the hives from becoming too tall or congested. 
Thanks to warmer and sunnier weather, the beeswax can be processed rapidly, as the 
solar wax melters are working well again. 

Looking at the entrances of the hives, we see that they can be safely widened 
to facilitate the flow of the foragers. 

The monitoring trays deserve to be examined for possible hive health problems. 
They may also be cleaned or swapped for clean trays, as hive debris accumulates 
rapidly on them at this season. 

Toward the end of the month, the California buckeye trees will start blooming. 
They are beautiful trees indeed, but their offerings are toxic to the bees. Hopefully, 
bees will find alternative sources of nectar and pollen at that time, such as brambles. 

This may be an odd spring, but it keeps us on our toes! 

In summary, this month: 
- Inspect hives regularly, when foragers are out in large numbers. 
- Open the entrances of the hives to match their forager activity. 
- Avoid congestion of the brood nests. 
- Offer comb-building opportunities. 
- Add supers to provide nectar storage space. 
- Maintain adequate clustering space between the brood nests and the entrances. 
- Watch for signs of spring diseases.  Remove infected brood combs when they occur. 
- Ensure adequate air circulation through the hives. 
- Perform hive divisions. 
- Follow up on earlier hive divisions. 
- Maintain sources of water for the bees. 
- Monitor swarm traps. 
- Keep some equipment at the ready to catch the occasional swarm. 
- Rear queens. 
- Harvest only surplus early spring honey. 
- Discard old and misshapen combs. 
- Render wax from discarded frames. 
- Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment. 
- Pull weeds from around the hives. 

  
Serge Labesque © 2018 



GBA Calendar  

May 1:  Top Bar Hives, with Wayne Pitts 

June 5:  The Cottage Food Industry, with Cathy Carlson 

July 10: GBA  BBQ and Potluck (No regular meeting)  Details TBA 

Calendar of Events 

Tuesday, May 1 
Upstairs Old City Hall Restaurant  
Topic:  Top Bar Hives    Speaker:  Wayne  Pitts 
Please RSVP if you will be joining us for dinner downstairs in the 
restaurant at 5:00. 

Saturday, May 5 
2nd Annual California Honey Festival 
Woodland, CA 
Info:  530-668-8839 or email vendors@californiahoneyfestival.com 

Upcoming Classes and Conferences 

                                   No Local Events Scheduled 

mailto:vendors@californiahoneyfestival.com


  Club Meetings 
 

First Monday of the month  
Santa Clara Valley Beekeepers Guild 

6:15 pm 
Dwell Christian Church San Jose  

1292 Minnesota Ave San Jose CA 95125  
http://beeguild.org/ 

First Tuesday of the month  
Gilroy Beekeepers Association  

7:00 pm 
Old City Hall Restaurant 

7400 Monterey Rd.  
Gilroy, Ca  

http://www.gilroybees.com 

First Wednesday of the month  
Santa Cruz Beekeepers Guild 

6:30 pm 
El Rio Mobile Home Park,  

 2120 N. Pacific Ave.  
Santa Cruz, CA 

http://santacruzbees.com 

First Thursday of the month  
Beekeepers Guild of San Mateo 

7:00 pm 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

1106 Alameda de Pulgas 
San Carlos, CA 

http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/ 

First Saturday of the month  
Monterey Bay Beekeepers 

8:00 am 

Black Bear Diner 

2450 N. Fremont Street Monterey, CA 93940  
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/ 

http://beeguild.org/
http://www.gilroybees.com
http://santacruzbees.com
http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/


Please Support Our Loyal Sponsors  
 

  

 


