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Editor’s Message 
by Kathleen Stang 

Spring is just around the corner, and soon we'll be seeing some exciting Swarm 
action!  Thank you to Roark Diters and Mike Stang for teaching the Swarm class.  
Well done, guys!  Also, due to technical difficulties we did not have the Tree 
Dahlia cuttings at the last meeting.  We will be bringing them to the March 
meeting.  Thank you for your patience! And finally, this year for GBA members, 
Bee Packages will be $125.00 for a 3 lb, package with mated queen.  Please 
contact me if you would like to place an order.  All orders and checks need to 
be in no later than March 31st. They will be ready for pick up from Grant’s 
house around mid-April.  We will contact you when they are ready. 
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President’s Message 
by Randy Fox  

           
Thinking about March… 
But before I do that I’m thinking back to our February meeting where 
we passed out our California Garden Club Inc. membership cards (if you 
didn’t get yours then be sure to see Sandi at the next meeting). I 
promised at the meeting that I would include a link to the list of 
businesses that offer discounts. The list should be attached to the 
newsletter email or you can find that list here if need be. For those of 
you who have green thumbs and enjoy gardening CGCI has a website 
and produces several interesting and informative newsletters for the 
state, regional and national organizations. The website can be found 
here. 
Our swarm school was a success as Roark and Mike did their usual 
topnotch job. We had 17 members attend so we should be able to address 
the swarm collection needs of area residents this spring. Speaking of 
swarms, Roark and I had fun with a bunch of drunken bees that decided 
to set up their new home in a wine barrel. You can see some pictures I 
took of the adventure on our website here . 
Speaking of the website, I would invite everyone to stop by and have a 
look. I want to point out to our new members that our newsletter section 
has a complete collection of club history all the way back to 2013. As 
the person that maintains the site I am always looking for ideas about 
features or information that could be added to make the site more useful. 
Please have a look and let know your thoughts. http://gilroybees.com . 
For our meeting this month Alan Henninger, a long time Santa Clara 
Valley commercial beekeeper and former Research Chairman for the 
California State Beekeepers Association, will be speaking. I’m looking 
forward to hearing about his experiences as well seeing all of you. See 
you all on March 6th. 

                  

http://californiagardenclubs.com/sites/default/files/Publications/ParticipatingSponsors2018.pdf
http://californiagardenclubs.com/
http://gilroybees.com/photos/index.php/wine-barrel-swarm
http://gilroybees.com/


March Member Photo 
Submitted by Randy Fox 

Roark vs. A Drunken Colony 



Recipe of The Month 

Honey Flans 
1/2 cup sugar 
7 tablespoons honey (such as orange blossom), divided 
1 (14-oz.) can sweetened condensed milk 
1 cup milk 
3 large eggs 
1 large egg yolk 
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt 
                                                                                                                             
Preheat oven to 350°. Sprinkle sugar in a 3-qt. saucepan; place 
over medium heat, and cook, gently shaking pan, 4 minutes or 
until sugar melts and turns a light golden brown. Slowly stir in 3 
Tbsp. honey. (Mixture will clump a little; gently stir just until 
melted.) Remove from heat; immediately pour hot caramelized 
sugar into 6 (6-oz.) ramekins.

Process condensed milk, next 4 ingredients, and remaining 4 
Tbsp. honey in a blender 10 to 15 seconds or until smooth; pour 
evenly over sugar in each ramekin. Place ramekins in a 13- x 9-
inch pan. Add hot tap water to pan to a depth of 1 inch. Cover 
loosely with aluminum foil.

Bake at 350° for 30 to 35 minutes or until slightly set. (Flan will 
jiggle when pan is shaken.) Remove ramekins from water bath; 
place on a wire rack. Cool 30 minutes. Cover and chill 3 hours. 
Run a knife around edges of flans to loosen; invert flans onto a 
serving plate.

                                  



Plant of The Month 
 Oxalis 

    Oxalis pes-caprae  ' 
Also know as Sourgrass, Wood Sorrel, and Bermuda Buttercup, 

Oxalis is actually an excellent plant for bees and butterflies.  
When blooming, it provides “copious nectar.” In fact, it 
generously gives away its nectar. Since it doesn’t set seed, it 
doesn’t benefit from pollinators – but it’s a food source for 
honey bees, bumblebees and butterflies.  I keep this winter 
“weed” just for my little flying friends. 
 



News from the Bee World  
Articles courtesy of The W.A.S., Bee Culture Magazine, ABJ, and 
A.A.S. 
  
BULLYING IN BEEKEEPING

Lack of compassion and extreme arrogance among beekeepers 
borders on fanatical intolerance - tribalism
By Albert Chubak, WAS rep from Utah

Abstract

Bullying is not just exhibited by students, it may be the office jerk 
who you wish would just quit. Bullying is a form of control where 
the instigator is wanting to usurp power or force an ideology on 
another person. Society as a whole sees differences as not 
necessarily bad, evil, or corrupt - just different. What is good for 
one is not always good for all. One thought, method, practice, an 
application is rarely universal as many situations can exist that 
need variation. In beekeeping, many think one system or practice 
or belief should be universal and should not be questioned. Many 
beliefs are shared in bookswritten by those in the bee world that 
claim to be the "way it is". However, beekeeping is a regional 
thing and adaptation to the environment, local conditions, 
personal limitation, and needs all play a part
in what method, hive, system, or application is, will, or could be 
used.

Regularly there are posts where the "all knowing" seasoned 
beekeeper will share his "word" on what should be followed in 
relation to a hive type. Many times, this insight is not wanted nor 
sought but comes and can be critical and
demeaning. Bullying in any form is ignorant, short-sighted, and 
displays character weakness and faults.



Historical development and where we are

There was a time beyond our days when the craft of beekeeping 
was excitingly new, and almost anything was accepted, tried, and 
even patented. Every thought, idea, method, and structure was 
detailed and submitted for a patent number then labeled and 
accredited as a "patented beehive". As the beekeeping ideas 
were tried, slowly some faded away. Many of those ideas are now 
lost and the equipment that was carefully designed then are now 
rotted and have been worm excrement for a century or more. The 
victor in the battle of the 19th-century beehives was Lorenzo 
Langstroth's hive. It was the simplest design with the greatest 
commercial potential. This hive though did not meet every 
beekeeping need then or now, so other systems and styles have 
evolved.

Joining an extended partially intolerant family … a family of 
beekeepers

Today there are about 800 beekeeping clubs nationally in the US. 
According to the USDA in October/December 2017 there were 
3,032,060 commercial honey bee colonies in the United States 
(http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/
viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1943). Additional 
undocumented colonies exist in hobbyist apiaries, increasing that 
total significantly. An estimate on the number of beekeepers in the 
USA is quite elusive but is believed to be about two million.

Many beekeepers are private in how they manage their colonies, 
yet others are quite outspoken. The adage, "ask ten beekeepers a 
question, you'll get ten answers", is quite realistic. With the advent 
of social media, many have sought their beekeeping 
enlightenment via venues like YouTube and Facebook.

https://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=8f4286544b&e=512fcbebd4
https://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=8f4286544b&e=512fcbebd4
https://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=8f4286544b&e=512fcbebd4


Those joining the ranks of "beekeeper" initially view others as 
perhaps their new family. Comradery is expected, but for those 
who choose a variant system/hive, a door is opened that leads 
the beekeeper initially into defense mode.

This defense is a result of ostracization, ridicule, and simply 
bullying.

Instead of a welcoming hand or word of friendship, many are 
avoided as their choice of a hive is not the standard Langstroth 
hive so clearly, they must be on an opposing beekeeping team!

The world of beekeeping is not all Langstroth's world

Variant hives have always existed, with the most common 21st-
century styles/methods being:
  • Warre hive,
  • Top-bar or Kenyan hive,
  • Horizontal or Long-box hive,
  • Flow Hive,
  • Mini Urban Beehive,
  • Slovenian hive,
  • Barrel hive, and others unmentioned.

Each hive system serves a specific need due to regional issues, 
or adaptation to a specific environment, local conditions, personal 
limitations, honey production, bee health, growth cycles, 
emotional, medical, diet, age, millennial status, ease or simplicity, 
and of course beauty. The beekeeping industry clearly caters to 
the Langstroth hive setup but others still exist.



Those with variant hives, seeking beekeeping answers, may be 
bombarded with responses typical of the Langstroth method. 
Those loyal to this 19th century
adaptation in beekeeping (Langstroth) may display almost 
religious zeal in defending their "hive" and opposing others as 
"second rate" or "novelties".

Another saying, "If you want to be a beekeeper, you need to do as 
the big boys do". The beekeeper's perceptional view window is 
stuck on one setting (hive), even though they agree many hives 
exist. It is narrow-minded to think one hive style can serve every 
need. Other needs exist besides HONEY.

When the "Flow" hive made its initial debut on social media, many 
traditional beekeepers were vehemently opposed to it while new 
beekeepers were mesmerized by it. Some of the hatred rose due 
to the horrendous amount of "hey look at this new hive" posting. 
Many traditionalists tried to mansplain the reasons why it was 
bad, evil, foolish without ever trying it. Not everything needs to be 
tried to expose faults. Experience can replace some testing but 
testing is the best route. Many reasons have been touted in 
opposition to this new hive system, but many have now 
successfully used it. Is it a perfect system? The answer is to be 
decided by the one using it. Years ago, we had rotary telephones 
and we loved them – the longer the cord the better. Today we 
have minicomputer style cell phones, and we love them despite 
their costs and frequent repairs.

My belief is better than your belief

Bullying may come differently to people. It may be harassment, 
talking down, mocking, using descriptives such as "You're stupid", 
"How could you ever think that would work.", and "I know better 
than you." Sadly, many that profess beekeeping knowledge base 



their insights on their understanding of the Langstroth method. It 
is similar to knowing how to ride a bike based on knowledge of 
driving a car, but if you need information on how to ride a bike, 
information on the car may be completely unrelated.

Sure, there are similarities, but the method in question may be 
entirely unique and related only to the Langstroth method.

A comment copied from social media, "I never get my panties in a 
bunch, but if you suggest something, and 20 experienced people 
immediately tell you it is a really bad idea, it is not a pile on, nor is 
it bullying. It is the voice of experience trying to keep you from 
making a mistake. If those same 20 folks spout off about a hive or 
frame system they have never used and in many cases never 
seen - that is not experience; that is contempt prior to 
investigation."

He continues by naming a person responsible for a modern hive, 
"… has a hiving system that is not what I am interested in but I 
can see the practicality for
the uses he markets for. As a beginner I had three different hive 
systems: two systems came to me to test, and I built a horizontal 
double system. I am interested in the horizontal double for what it 
is worth.

None of my hiving systems are perfect, nor are they substandard 
just because the old hands "do not think" the system is of value."

Another derogatory remark, "…I have seen so much of this and 
wondered why beekeepers eat their own". Some attack, demean 
and insult. It serves to discourage others from asking questions 
and sharing experiences in beekeeping. Rather it could be said, 
"I'm glad to see someone addressing the issue. Thank
you."



A lady from Oregon wrote, "As far as support from other 
beekeepers, I haven't found anyone who would share their 
information; it's like a private club or something". And, "When I 
started, a few people told me that I would fail, as I did not start 
with a queen. One person, in particular, who has kept bees for 20 
years, said raising your own queen was the most ridiculous thing 
ever and said that I bought into a stupid scheme."

Basing a belief on a myth is like believing in a fairytale

There are myths in beekeeping - beliefs that are actually false, but 
are promoted and taught by many.

  • A colony needs 80lbs of honey to survive a winter (Smaller 
colonies require less stores. Carniolan bees go through winter 
with smaller colonies and can survive on less. Italian bees build 
up to large colonies that consume a great deal of resources even 
in winter).

  • You can't start a colony without a queen (As long as there are 
nurse bees with open brood laid by a mated queen and available 
resources of pollen and honey, the colony can create a queen).

  • All honey bees are aggressive (Defense bees are protective; 
nurse bees are non-aggressive).

  • Plastic foundation is the only way to have perfect frames 
(Smaller frames with starter strips of thin surplus create perfect 
honeycomb).

  • Only a double deep or equivalent hive can survive the winter 
(Small colonies have survived the winter in nature for 30 million 
years. Methods and hives exist that prove this false).



  • A swarm in May is worth a load of hay, a swarm in June is 
worth a silver spoon, a swarm inJuly isn't worth a fly (Swarms can 
always be added to an existing colony. Double queened colonies 
also generate faster larger bee populations. Mini colonies can be 
started as late as October that survives the winter).

  • The size of the hive is equal to how much honey can be 
produced (Honey production is related to available forage and 
health of the colony. A smaller colony/hive can out-produce a 
larger colony/hive based on location, health, and age of queen).

  • Only a 3lb package or a 5 frame Nuc can build a colony that 
can survive the winter (Colonies started with as little as two 6"x6" 
frames of open brood with nurse bees by June can not only 
create a locally mated queen, also survive winter in any North 
American climate).

  • Bees prefer a vertical hive compared to a horizontal hive (Many 
methods/hives exist globally, showing bees adapt to their chosen 
hive).

  • Drawn wax takes lots of resources for a colony to produce 
(Wax is produced quickly when nectar is abundant. Inducing wax 
production can be facilitated by feeding when nectar is slow).

  • One hive style is perfect for every application (Many needs 
exist for having honey bees ranging from medical apitherapy to 
apartment dwellers, to pollination gardens and seniors or children 
and those with handicaps. One size hive does not fit all needed 
applications).

  • The best hive is the Langstroth hive. (There are many hives 
and each has pros and cons. The Langstroth hive is the best 



commercial hive as it is adapted to facilitate honey production and 
pollination. It is not, however, a great hive to learn on. It is heavy, 
requires extraction, utilizes plastic foundation, can be 
overwhelming to a new colony).

Having provable insights are wonderful to share

The scientific study standard requires results to be verifiable 
through an independent source. If the results cannot be replicated 
then the results are not valid. It is difficult to claim something is 
false without testing. Testing just once may not be adequate as 
the attempt may also be flawed or skewed by other factors, or 
may have a personal bias being reflected in the attempt.

Everyone has an opinion, and perceptions vary. Many rally behind 
teams and fill stadiums for contests of skill and strategy. 
Sometimes underdogs prove victorious. In beekeeping, similar 
contests can be seen daily on social media exposing fanatical 
intolerance to the degree of tribalism. Supporters of each method 
protect their own and claim varying techniques and skills. Those 
caught up in these lively Internet beekeeping debates may see 
fervor similar to religious zeal urging on the modern-day crusades 
to flush out the opposing views.

Which beekeeping method is the best? That entirely depends on 
the needs of those who are beekeeping. Until beekeepers realize 
there are many reasons to possess and raise bees, hive styles 
will equally vary. Unfortunately, tribalism will ignorantly continue.

Learning how to be kind to one another, an art social media 
decimated

The true teacher understands a student may learn in many ways. 
One of them is in failure. Failure is a powerful teaching 



experience. It is also vital that the teacher first learns about the 
item in question. Speaking generally about beekeeping is a 
general topic, whereas speaking about a specific method requires 
an understanding of that method. To teach requires kindness and 
tact like the powerful saying, "If you don't have anything good to 
say, don't say nothing at all."

According to Karanveer Pannu, the number one cause of bullying 
is ignorance.
https://www.theodysseyonline.com/detrimental-consequence-
ignorance-lack-education. Other suggested guidelines to prevent 
beekeeping bullying online or otherwise:

  • Do not speak down to the person or use derogatory comments.

  • If you do not have specific understanding related to the item 
discussed, say nothing at all.

  • First, seek to understand the needs of the individual.

  • Suggest where information can be obtained, if known.

  • Refrain from mansplaining or trying to redirect to a personal 
agenda.

  • Understand many views can be right, but the missing key may 
be what "they" want, not you.

  • You may not know everything about beekeeping, even though 
you are a beekeeper, that is okay.

  • Sometimes helping may be just listening.

  • Understand the question before you respond.

https://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=7beadbd569&e=512fcbebd4
https://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=7beadbd569&e=512fcbebd4


  • Keep your personal feelings to yourself.

  • Avoid manipulation, as it is the act of intentionally trying to 
redirect to your way of thinking.

  • If related to the Internet, know many may see your comments 
besides those in the discussion.

A recent discussion on a Facebook site was initiated by a new 
beekeeper wanting access to bees. Instead of specific help 
solving his issue, discourses followed relating to the "poor" choice 
of beekeeping equipment. In the end, a personal response was 
sent via private message. "Looks like I am now hated by my new 
friends". As referenced earlier, do we "eat our own" or do we 
nurture them to succeed despite what we think is good for them?



My March Beekeeping To-Do List 

By 
Serge Labesque 

  
Beekeepers for good 

As spring draws near, many beekeepers-to-be prepare to receive 
their first bees. Full of excitement, they anticipate the beehives that will 
adorn their yards or the gleaming jars of delicious home-produced honey 
that will be proud centerpieces on their dining room tables. A few even 
think that the bees will make them some money! Meanwhile, some of the 
beekeepers who had similar dreams a year or two earlier quit. 
Disillusioned by their brief beekeeping adventure, they are turning their 
attention toward other pursuits. Yet, there are also long-time and 
resolute practitioners who talk relentlessly and with passion about bees. 

Tending hives is not as easy as it may seem. Even though the bees 
can take care of themselves, as wild colonies demonstrate, being a 
responsible and successful beekeeper requires a fair amount of 
knowledge of the bees and dedication in applying it skillfully. Good 
stewardship of the bees certainly does not allow neglect. In fact, caring 
for a number of hives is a lot of hard work for sometimes scant rewards. 
The gap between the new beekeepers’ expectations and reality is 
frequently so wide it should be no surprise many of them quickly become 
disappointed and give up. 

Granted beekeepers are a varied and, at times, discordant group of 
people, but those who persist in caring for bees may have some traits in 
common. Disregarding the trite blanket statement that says that “one has 
to be nuts to be involved with stinging insects”, I’ll offer here my 
unavoidably biased opinion on what it takes to be a beekeeper for the 
long haul. 

Beekeepers nurture bee colonies and confront everything that 
challenges the bees. Just like a gardener’s work, a beekeeper’s work is 
always in progress, never completed. A hive may be gorgeous for a while, 
just like a plant in bloom, but this may be only a passing phase that 
precedes its decline or failure. To keep it going well necessitates 
persistent attention from the beekeeper. Therefore, how could anyone 
keep bees year after year without a good dose of patience, tenacity, 
pragmatism, optimism and resilience in the face of adversity? A 
beekeeper must be prepared to accept setbacks and losses, to learn from 



them and also to rejoice in accomplishments, no matter how short-lived 
they may be. 

Admittedly, this could be perceived as a depressing picture, but it’s 
not. Although beekeeping is a mixed bag of joy and pain, it is a 
captivating activity where the successes are so enthralling they can wipe 
from memory the difficulties that must be overcome to reach them. Bees 
are fascinating animals indeed, and beekeeping often becomes a passion. 

When we talk about keeping bees, we must be honest about what it 
really entails. Yes, there are joys in it, but also challenges and heartaches 
prospective beekeepers need to be willing to face. If they are warned of 
the hurdles, their budding love of the bees may then prevail and turn 
them into beekeepers for good. 
March in the apiaries 

We’ve been longing to work with our bees for months. Now the time 
to jump into action has finally come, and there is a lot to do in the 
apiaries! However, we must be careful and flexible, as the growing 
colonies are still fragile while the weather remains unstable. 

Inclement weather and cold nights place the colonies at risk. The 
populations are stressed by the demands of the large brood nests, and the 
stores are consumed at a very high rate. It’s under these conditions that 
the danger of starvation is greatest, especially when the clusters must 
contract tightly and when they exhaust the honey that is directly 
accessible to them. 

The colonies are developing at a fast pace. The brood nests occupy 
more and more cells every day. The populations are growing, too, but 
unlike the size of the brood nests, which increase gradually, the volume 
occupied by adult bees when they form their cluster can vary quite 
rapidly. The dimensions of the clusters are largely governed by the 
ambient temperature. They shrink as the ambient temperature drops. For 
this reason cold nights present a danger for the colonies that have very 
large brood nests relative to their populations. As the clusters contract to 
conserve heat, the bees are forced to abandon the brood that is at the 
periphery of their nests. Unprotected, this brood may be chilled and die. 

Most often, and particularly when bees are allowed to build their 
comb freely, meaning without the coercion the use of foundation imposes 
on them, the brood that is found in the lower part of the brood chambers 
and along the sides of the nests is drone brood. This is a good thing, 
because drone brood is somewhat less sensitive to cold temperatures 
than worker brood. Moreover, the occasional loss of drone brood does not 



penalize the colonies as much as the loss of worker brood might. The 
bees demonstrate this when they spontaneously cull drones. 

Stemming from these observations is that beekeepers should not 
stretch the brood by inserting frames in the middle of the nests early in 
the spring, when the weather is still greatly variable, and when the 
colonies are still fragile. Instead the addition of frames to the brood 
chambers should be done by placing the new frames alongside the nests 
at this time of year. This is but one more reason to let our bees build 
their comb without foundation and to respect the structure and 
organization of the brood chambers the bees have created. They 
instinctively place drone comb in the brood chambers where it should be. 

The bees indeed structure their brood chambers with method. When 
the comb builders of a colony switch to the drone-size cells during the 
downward construction of the new brood chamber combs, the colony has 
produced all the worker cells it senses it will need. I have come to 
recognize when the brood nest of a colony is reaching its optimal size in 
the large double-deep frames I currently use by watching when this 
transition occurs. This is easily missed in shallow hives or when the 
beekeeper’s practices interfere with the organization of the brood 
chambers, for example by reversing supers or when the lower combs are 
routinely lifted into the brood chambers, as is done in the Warré method. 

Considering the demands that are placed on the adult bees by the 
rapidly growing brood nests and the risks brought onto them by the 
weather, it is not surprising that the incidence of spring or stress 
diseases, EFB, chalkbrood, and to a lesser extent Nosema, is more 
frequent at this time of the year. When any of these problems occur, it is 
good to simply discard all the contaminated combs, shrink the affected 
hive, and give the bees a chance at a fresh start. Spring and summer are 
still ahead, which means that the diseased colony can bounce back. 

We increased the volume of the hives in early February in order to 
accommodate the colonies’ need for egg-laying space, the growth of their 
population and the incoming nectar. Even though the cold weather 
effectively kept the bees inside for most of the latter part of February, 
colony development continued, sustained by the consumption of the 
stores that had been accumulated earlier. Evidence of the bustling in-hive 
activity was visible on the monitoring trays, at the busy hive entrances 
and at the water sources, when foragers could fly out. 

As the weather improves and the brood nests expand downward, we 
make sure that enough clustering space remains available to the foragers 
between the brood nests and the hive entrances. If necessary, supers with 



empty frames may be inserted between the hive bottoms and then brood 
chambers. 

There is no better time to provide our bees with comb-building 
opportunities than spring. This allows them to use the wax they are 
producing. Doing so contributes to the renewal of their combs and helps 
delay the onset of preparations for swarming. 

At this stage of colony life, we monitor the hives with brief and 
pointed inspections, once a week to ten days at most, if possible, and 
only when the weather permits. The goals of these inspections are to 
make sure that the bees have all the space they need in order to gain 
strength, and also to detect the initiation of the preparation for swarming 
by the colonies. Therefore we focus our attention on the brood nests, and 
particularly on the open brood. A sudden reduction in the rate of brood 
production, which is evidenced by the presence of large amounts of 
sealed brood and of sparse open brood, is a strong sign that the colony 
might be initiating preparations for swarming. This may happen when the 
brood chambers become congested for lack of adequate hive volume, and 
it is something we need to avoid. But the colonies that have reached the 
stage of readiness for reproduction will do this, whether their brood 
chambers are crowded or not. The appearance of swarm cells signals that 
the colony is in the final stages of its preparation for swarming, which it 
will do as soon as one of the queen cells is capped and the weather 
permits swarm issuance. 

Recognizing when a colony is preparing to swarm allows the 
beekeeper to divide the hive at the best possible time, but only if the 
hive was managed to achieve its potential strength. The division of 
colonies that are preparing to swarm is an excellent practice, which 
satisfies the bees’ reproductive impulse, especially when the splits are 
allowed to produce their own queens. Among the benefits of dividing 
hives, we find the production of new colonies that are headed by some of 
the very best queens, the protection of the bees from the high risks 
swarming presents and a reduction of bee pests and pathogens. Allowing 
colonies to swarm freely, on the contrary, exposes the bees to great risks 
nowadays. This is unfortunately no longer a responsible option for 
beekeepers. 

However, the congestion of brood chambers can drive colonies to 
swarm prematurely. Capturing these swarms provides them with a home. 
So, we keep our swarm-catching equipment handy and we set swarm 
traps out to invite them. Temporarily unused equipment or dedicated 
containers may be used as swarm traps. 



We are entering the best time of the year to produce queens. By 
using brood from our best hives, we can produce queen cells and 
excellent local queens that may be used to requeen failing or 
unsatisfactory hives, or they may be made available to neighbor 
beekeepers. 

If supers are not already in place, they need to be added without 
delay, not only because the early spring nectar flow can be generous, but 
also to ensure that the bees will not congest the brood chambers with the 
nectar the foragers collect. Under favorable conditions it may even be 
possible to harvest some surplus early spring honey. When this is the case, 
harvesting and processing should not be delayed because much of the 
nectar that is gathered at this time of year, from mustard for example, 
will produce honey that will crystallize rapidly. 

Sadly, many beehives were lost to the October fires in California. 
But a new beekeeping season has started. The colonies that survived and 
that came out of winter successfully will help fill new hives. 
In summary, this month: 
- I highly encourage all beekeepers NOT to order, buy or bring in 
package bees, nucs and queens from outside our immediate area! 
  Instead, arrange to obtain bees from close proximity neighbor 
beekeepers. 
- Inspect hives regularly, on nice days, at a time when foragers are out in 
large numbers. 
- Look for signs of preparations for swarming. 
- Watch for signs of spring diseases and other health problems. 
- Ensure unimpeded development of the brood nests.   Add frames to 
provide egg-laying space and comb-building opportunities, as necessary. 
- Add supers to provide nectar storage space. 
- Ensure that the hives remain adequately ventilated. 
- Remove old and misshapen combs that the bees have vacated. 
- Ensure the presence of clustering space between the brood nests and 
the hive entrances. 
- Perform the first hive divisions of the season (but only if and when the 
hives are ready and when weather permits!) 
- Keep the hive tops securely held in place. 
- Observe the performance of the queens and colonies. 
- Requeen or combine hives that are not performing satisfactorily, and 
those that have failing queens. 
- Rear a few queens from good stock. 



- Observe the monitoring trays, particularly for signs of brood diseases, 
possible chalkbrood mummies, EFB-affected larvae, or other health-
related problems. 
- Gradually open the entrances of the hives to match the increasing 
forager activity. 
- Set out and monitor swarm traps. 
- Requeen or combine hives that are not performing satisfactorily, and 
those that have failing queens. 
- Keep some equipment at the ready to catch the occasional swarm. 
- Maintain sources of water for the bees. 
- Pull weeds from in front of the hives. 
- Clean or dispose of equipment that held colonies that failed, as 
appropriate. 
- Render wax from discarded frames. 
- Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment. 
- Harvest and process rapidly only surplus early spring honey. 
  

Serge Labesque © 2018 
  



Calendar of Events 

Tuesday, March 6 
February Meeting 7:00 
Upstairs Old City Hall Restaurant  
Please RSVP if you will be joining us for dinner downstairs in the 
restaurant at 5:00. 

Upcoming Classes and Conferences 

Sunday, March 4:  Workshop-Basics of Making Splits 

10-Noon  Instructor:  Jennifer at Radke’s Cottage in Oakland, CA   

Cost: $30 

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-basics-of-making-splits-
tickets-42250960761. 

Sunday, March 4:  Details of Making Splits 

1-3 p.m.  Instructor:  Jennifer Radke's Cottage in Oakland CA 

Cost $30.  

Register at  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-details-of-making-splits-
tickets-42252867464 
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Sunday, March 11:  In Her Majesty’s Chambers:  Intro to Queen 
Breeding and Rearing  

Wings of Nature Bees- Los Altos, CA 

Instructors:  Melanie Kirby and Aiden Wing 

Cost:  $150 includes manual, grafting tool, cell cups, instruction. For 
more information, contact Aiden Wing at (605) 862-8322 or 
wingsofnaturebees@gmail.com 

Sunday, March 11:  Backyard Beekeeping  

9-Noon  Sticky Art Lab, 1682 University Ave. (at McGee) Berkeley, CA 

Cost: $40 

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/introduction-to-backyard-
beekeeping-tickets-42188504954. 

Saturday, March 17:  Hive Inspection Class  

Noon-2:30  Instructor:  Jennifer Radke's Cottage in Oakland CA 

Cost $35. 

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hive-inspection-class-
beekeeping-tickets-42258096103. 

Sunday, March 18:  Year Round Varroa Mite Management aka How to 
Have Your Hive Survive the Winter 

6-8 pm  Instructor:  Jennifer at Radke’s Cottage in Oakland, CA   

Cost: $30 

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/year-round-mite-
management-and-winter-hive-survival-tickets-42729925357. 
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Bee Club Meetings 
 

First Monday of the month  
Santa Clara Valley Beekeepers Guild 

6:15 pm 
Dwell Christian Church San Jose  

1292 Minnesota Ave San Jose CA 95125  
http://beeguild.org/ 

First Tuesday of the month  
Gilroy Beekeepers Association  

7:00 pm 
Old City Hall Restaurant 

7400 Monterey Rd.  
Gilroy, Ca  

http://www.gilroybees.com 

First Wednesday of the month  
Santa Cruz Beekeepers Guild 

6:30 pm 
El Rio Mobile Home Park,  

 2120 N. Pacific Ave.  
Santa Cruz, CA 

http://santacruzbees.com 

First Thursday of the month  
Beekeepers Guild of San Mateo 

7:00 pm 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

1106 Alameda de Pulgas 
San Carlos, CA 

http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/ 

First Saturday of the month  
Monterey Bay Beekeepers 

8:00 am 

Black Bear Diner 

2450 N. Fremont Street Monterey, CA 93940  
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/ 

http://beeguild.org/
http://www.gilroybees.com
http://santacruzbees.com
http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/


Please Support Our Loyal Sponsors  
 

  

 


