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Editor’s Message 
by Kathleen Stang 

Ah, June!  The word conjures up weddings, graduations, and 
images of long lazy summer days ahead, unless of course, you're 
a Beekeeper!   This is a time of great anticipation to see golden 
honey flowing from the Comb.  Also part of summer, are the 
county Fairs!  And they all need Beekeepers to help out in the 
Honeybee information booths.  Please talk to me for Santa 
Clara, (August 2-5) Roark Diters for Santa Cruz, (September 
13-17) and Nick Peters for San Benito, (October 4-7).   
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                                      President’s Message 
                                            by Randy Fox 

                   
On my mind this month 
This month I am thinking a lot about the logistics of our 
meetings. Like many of you, I really enjoy the pre-meeting 
socializing and dinner. There is, however, a reoccurring problem 
that does not seem to want to go away. We just don’t seem to 
be able to finish dinner and get upstairs in time to start the 
meeting at 7 PM. Given the fact that half or more of our 
members don’t attend the dinner and are ready to go on time I 
think we need to see if we can make a small change to get 
things back on track.  I would like to ask everyone to please 
order your food when you arrive at the restaurant. We have 
tables reserved for us so that even if you finish your meal before 
others you can still sit with the group and socialize. 
The next issue is sound in the meeting room. It has become 
painfully clear that people sitting in the middle to back of the 
room cannot hear anything that is going on. The board is looking 
at possible sound systems to remedy this problem. For the June 
meeting we will try again to use the OCH sound system and see 
if we can make it work better than it did the first time around. 
We are also going to experiment with seating arrangement. We 
ask that everyone try to sit as close as possible to the front. 
Lastly, please fill out the BBQ dinner sign up sheet that Sandi 
will have at the entry way before you leave the meeting. We 
request your name, the number of people who will be attending 
(including you), how many tri tip or chicken you want and 
whether you will be bringing a side dish or dessert. 
Thanks in advance for your help. 



                 

                     Welcome New Members! 

                 Jerry Ginsburg       May 1st 
                          Wayne Laliberte     May 1st 



June Member Photo 
Submitted by Jaye Kendall  

Just hangin’ out on the patio, perhaps waiting for the next BBQ? 



Recipe of The Month 

3 Recipes in 1, Featuring the best Summer has to offer. 
SPINACH SALAD WITH HONEY DRESSING AND HONEYED PECANS

YIELD: 6-8 SERVINGS 



INGREDIENTS 
1 (6-oz.) package baby spinach
1 cup quartered fresh strawberries
1/2 cup thinly sliced red onion
1/2 cup fresh blueberries 
3 to 4 cooked bacon slices, crumbled
1/4 cup crumbled blue cheese
Honey dressing
Honeyed pecans

DIRECTIONS
Toss together first 4 ingredients and 1/3 cup dressing. Sprinkle with 
bacon, cheese, and pecans. Serve with remaining dressing. 

HONEY DRESSING
Whisk together:
1/3 cup white balsamic vinegar
2 tablespoons honey
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon black pepper
2/3 cup extra virgin olive oil

HONEYED PECANS
1/4 cup honey
1 cup pecan halves
Parchment paper
Cooking spray
1 tablespoon sugar
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
Pinch of ground red pepper

Preheat oven to 325°. Microwave honey in a bowl at HIGH 20 seconds. Stir 
in pecan halves. Coat a parchment paper-lined jelly-roll pan with cooking 
spray; spread pecans in a single layer on pan. Combine sugar, salt, and a 
pinch of ground red pepper; sprinkle over pecans. Bake 15 minutes or until 
toasted, stirring after 8 minutes. Cool completely; break into pieces.



                                             Plant of The Month

Sage 
                                         Salvia officinalis  

  

Sage.  It's not just for turkey stuffing anymore.  The truth is, sage is 
one of the most important nectar sources for honey bees from 
March-July, depending on the bloom time for your zone.  And, it 
makes delicious honey!  This perennial, evergreen subshrub, with 
woody stems, grayish leaves, and blue to purplish flowers, is a 
member of the mint family Lamiaceae and native to the 
Mediterranean region.  This drought tolerant plant is easy to grow, 
and returns each year with nectar-rich blooms.  In addition to its 
culinary uses, this plant is still used today to ward off evil spirits, 
and in Herbal Medicine.  So, plant some sage in your garden today, 
and enjoy all of the benefits this wonderful plant has to offer!   

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subshrub
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamiaceae
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_region


News from the Bee World  
Articles courtesy of The W.A.S., Bee Culture Magazine, ABJ, and 
A.A.S. 
  
NEW COVER LETS IN ONLY RED LIGHT, AND KEEPS SMALL 
HIVE BEETLES OUT -
By Sydni Moore

At their worst, honey bees are known for delivering painful stings, 
ripping apart their own tiny bodies in the process, just to protect 
their own hive. At their best, however, honey bees are much more 
impressive — not to mention, way less gruesome.

According to the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service of 
the United States Department of Agriculture, honey bees’ 
pollination is responsible for over $15 billion in added crop value, 
particularly for specialty crops such as nuts, berries, fruits and 
vegetables.

With 2.5 million colonies in the United States, nearly every 
American citizen should be thankful for honey bees and their 
keepers.

“Growers depend increasingly on beekeepers from other states to 
transport honey bee colonies across the county to meet the 
pollination demand (a practice known as migratory beekeeping),” 
the USDA’s website reads.

But human behavior also puts the insects in danger.

According to the website for the Natural Resources Defense 
Council, pesticides, the loss of habitat and climate change are all 
factors that have contributed to the loss of honey bees. Some 



disease has, too. Pathogens carried by mites, often known as 
varroa destructors are known to weaken bees.

Locally, a pest known as the small hive beetle affects bees in 
many parts of the country. Two area businessmen, however, are 
working to change that.

Protective product

“For about 22 years, we’ve had a problem with small hive 
beetles,” Superior Hive Solutions’ Michael Richardson tells a 
group of roughly 50 people. He’s speaking at a networking event 
at the Springfield Art Museum, known as 1 Million Cups. “They eat 
the bees.”

Richardson tells the audience the beetles were first found in 1996 
in Charleston, South Carolina, where they were most likely 
imported on a loaded fruit from South Africa.

He moves on to explain his company’s idea: a transparent, red 
piece of acrylic shaped like a lid. It fits over a honey bee box hive, 
known professionally as a Langstroth hive, which almost looks 
like a small set of drawers. As sunlight shines through the acrylic, 
it creates red light inside the hive that disturbs small hive beetles 
and deters them away. He calls the product the Beetle Banisher.

 Working like a charm

Later, at local beekeeper John Raleigh’s residence, Richardson 
and business partner Joseph Bennett explain how their idea was 
discovered.

After using a white light to build and repair honey bee hives at 
night, the partners went home covered in stings.



“The bees don’t like white lights, so they got really angry and we 
got stung a lot through our suits,” Bennett says. “We were 
wondering if we even wanted to be messing with bees from then 
on.”

Later, Bennett and Richardson learned through another 
beekeeping friend that while white light is troublesome to bees, 
red light doesn’t bother them.

“We did some research and found bees see red as black, so we 
got some lights and went out at night and started working on the 
hives, and we didn’t get stung,” Bennett said. “They just didn’t 
care.”

The discovery led them back to the small hive beetle — a pest 
they were growing tired of dealing with, Bennett says. They 
wanted to test whether the parasite had an aversion the red light.

“Sure enough, they couldn’t stand it,” Bennett said. “So, we 
decided to make a top.”

Once prototypes for Bennett and Richardson’s product came in, 
several were sent to beekeepers in Florida, where small hive 
beetles are a year-round concern.

“I must admit I was skeptical at first as everyone seems to have 
the absolute answer with their theories and gimmicks,” one 
testimonial on the Beetle Banisher’s website reads. “Bottom line 
… I’m impressed. I think this is really a step in the right direction 
for a minimally-invasive, chemical-free process for reducing or 
eliminating small hive beetle presence in the hive.”

One prototype went to Raleigh, too.  



“I put the lid on a hive and I left it there for six days,” John said. “I 
went back and looked at the hive and in the top box, there were 
no beetles. The second box had a few, in the third box there was 
a few—you get less light as you go through there—but I put it 
back on four more days, and I came back and looked, and 
basically, they were gone.”

 All in the numbers

Of course, there are similar tools in the beekeeping world that 
protect bees from the pests, but Richardson and Bennett say they 
have yet to find a product that works as well.

“Beetle Banishers are the safest, easiest, most effective way to 
eliminate the threat (of) Small Hive Beetles,” the product’s 
description reads on its website.

The product is currently available for order online, but Richardson 
says the pricing is hefty.

“They’re expensive, because I’m having to have them made in the 
United States,” Richardson says, noting the price at $65.

They soon hope to find commercial beekeepers interested in 
placing a significant order, so the company can work with China, 
where Beetle Banishers can be manufactured for a cheaper price.

All in all, however, the pair just want to protect as many bees from 
beetles as possible.

“It started south and two years ago, there was the first real 
infestation here,” Raleigh says. “And then last year, was just 
about as bad, if not worse.”



Richardson says the truth lies in the numbers.

“From spring of 2016, they claimed there were 2.6 million bee 
hives in the United States at that time,” he says, quoting a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture statistic. “For their same count in Spring 
2017, they recorded it down to 2.5 million. They lost 100,000.”

He says the beetles are just as responsible for killing bees as any 
other factor. The three want people to know the seriousness of 
the situation.

“If you think about 100,000 beehives multiplied by 80,000 bees 
per hive, you’ve lost that many bees in a year,” Richardson says. 
“It’s been a steady decline.”

http://www.beeculture.com/catch-the-buzz-new-cover-lets-in-only-
red-light-and-keeps-small-hive-beetles-out

https://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=51839422ab&e=512fcbebd4
https://blogspot.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=22369801c17077d8e488a5a88&id=51839422ab&e=512fcbebd4


My June Beekeeping To-Do List 
  

By 
Serge Labesque 

  
About mothers and bees 

My mother grew up on a small farm in the southwest of France; 
more precisely, in the heart of Gascony and just walking distance in those 
days from the place where d’Artagnan, one of the famous Three 
Musketeers, was born. When “l’Autan”, a dry wind from the east, warms 
that area of gentle rolling hills, the southern horizon is lined by a 
majestic blue-and-white lacework. It’s the Pyrenees, a chain of 
mountains shared by Spain and France. 

The farm was located near a hilltop, facing south toward the 
Pyrenees. The courtyard was protected from the weather that came from 
the Atlantic Ocean by the barn. The vegetable garden was nestled 
between the house, a pond, the vineyard of Malaga and Jurançon 
grapevines, and the Tenarèze, a white-gravel hillcrest road the Romans 
had created nearly two thousand years earlier. 

Right there, between the vineyard and the garden, were two 
wooden boxes and their throngs of black bees. Everybody had learned not 
to disturb them, and so they went about their busy life year-round and 
from year to year. Once a year, a neighbor who knew how to handle them 
came to harvest some of the honey. A few days later, he returned bringing 
one or two of those large glazed terra cotta jars that were used to hold 
various foods, such as goose or duck confit. But his were full of honey. 
The jars were kept in the kitchen, not far from the walk-in fireplace that 
drew people together in the evenings. Inevitably, they were an open 
invitation to young fingers. 

Between the World Wars, Gascony was a land of very modest, yet 
largely self-sufficient farms. Most of what was needed, grains, fruit, 
vegetables, meat, wine, dairy products, was grown or produced at home. 
Only an occasional calf or some poultry was taken to the nearby town, 
where it was sold in order to generate money that paid for a few 
additional goods or services. The farmers practiced “polyculture” in a 
biologically diverse environment long before the term was coined. They 
did not know about “organic” or “biodynamic” farming. The productivity 
of their fields was low, but, when it came to quality, their products could 
possibly surpass any of the modern farming standards. 



As in many other places, things have changed in Gascony. Farming, 
beekeeping, people’s and animals’ lives are different from what they 
were in those bygone days. Most visibly, many of the hedges and wooded 
areas have been cleared to make room for large monocrops. 

My mother did not say much about bees until I started keeping 
bees. But then her fond honey-sweetened childhood memories welled up. 
In recent years, she also saved every bee-related newspaper article she’d 
come across so that I could read them. Together, they’ve amounted to a 
saddening litany of colony losses, distraught beekeepers, killer pesticides, 
parasitic mites, Asian hornet invasions, and the destruction of bee 
habitat. For sure, they render a picture of the condition of the bees that 
is quite different from what my mother’s childhood bees had 
encountered! She also spent some of her time scattering seeds of bee 
plants around her home and taking care of her flowers. Time after time 
watching them in front of her home, she walked back to the house, 
concerned, and said “On ne voit plus d’abeilles.” (There are no more 
bees to be seen.) 

This shift happened in much less than a lifetime. It’s part of an 
evolution driven by humans at a reckless pace in spite of all the alarms 
that are sounding around us. Through their ailments, the bees, too, are 
signaling that our environment requires consideration and our immediate 
converting to better practices. Although there is no turning back to the 
past, we must learn from it and act judiciously and very quickly! 
Hopefully, this April’s complete ban of three major neonicotinoid 
pesticides by the EU is only the first of many more environmentally sound 
measures that will bring pollinators back to the flowers. 

Mothers and bees are life givers. They deserve our attention and 
best loving care. Mother Earth is no exception. 
June in the apiaries 

This spring has brought a patchwork of mixed news from the 
apiaries. The good news is that this year’s spring honey flow was generous 
in many places, and the harvest of spring honey was one of the best we 
have seen in years. There are, unfortunately, causes for concern in regard 
to colony health. The brood nests in some apiaries seemed to have been 
afflicted in March and early April by something that somewhat resembled 
EFB or end-of-summer Parasitic Mite Syndrome (PMS). In other apiaries 
these signs of ill health were absent or not noticeable. The affected 
colonies were substantially weakened for a while before bouncing back in 
May. Are we facing a new pathogen, a new virus or a new level of 
increased virulence of varroa mites? Although EFB would seem a logical 



cause at this time of year, the distribution of the affected colonies 
seemed odd. Could it be that a pesticide was misused by some farmers or 
gardeners in early spring, and the nutrition of the brood contaminated by 
a toxic product? I do not have an answer, but this is something to keep in 
mind for next spring. 

At this point in time, the brood nests have reached or are 
approaching their maximum sizes for the year. Except for the young 
colonies that still need to build up, the hives have also achieved their 
maximum volume, the honey supers being in place. 

If we’ve missed noticing the decrease in nectar and pollen 
availability that heralds the end of the spring flow, the sudden changes in 
the behavior of the bees signals it unambiguously. Indeed, over a short 
period of time in the weeks that precede the summer solstice, the masses 
of foragers can be left unable to find much to collect until the scarce and 
stingy warm season sources of nectar and pollen begin to produce. For a 
while, many foragers turn to robbing to fill their honey crops. They 
threaten young or weak colonies especially in locations where hive 
density is relatively high. The reactions of the bees to this sudden dearth 
are a wave of drone culling and an immediate increase in their 
defensiveness. With less nectar available to the hive bees, comb 
construction slows down markedly. Idled bees perform the puzzling and 
still unexplained “washboard behavior” on the front of the hives. Isn’t 
that the bees’ way of twiddling their thumbs? In some locales, the 
foragers may be driven to the toxic blossoms of California buckeye trees 
unless blackberries or other plants offer alternatives. 

As these conditions also mark the end of the season of colony 
reproduction, swarming becomes less frequent. The end of the spring 
honey flow ushers in the next big phase in the life of the colonies: gaining 
strength and preparing for winter. Beekeepers also shift their attention to 
different tasks. With summer upon us, open-hive inspections are 
performed less frequently than during the spring. Their timing must be 
chosen to avoid the heat of the day, because this helps to reduce the risks 
of triggering robbing or facing disgruntled foragers. The brood chambers 
are not accessed unnecessarily once we enter summer. But signs of colony 
health or queen issues are good reasons to promptly inspect the brood 
nests. These clues may be seen in front of the hives, at the entrances or 
on the monitoring trays. So, the honey supers become the focus of our 
hive manipulations. The young colonies and those with young queens, 
however, deserve a little more scrutiny, as we need to find out how they 
are performing. 



It does not take long to see how the honey supers are filling up. This 
is good, because the honeycombs should not be left exposed very long, as 
robber bees will find them. Harvesting only a few frames of ripe and 
nicely capped honey from a hive is a quick procedure that does not 
disturb the colonies or place them at risk. Because the summer flow is 
usually meager in my apiaries, I leave ample amounts of honey in my 
hives for the bees at the end of the spring harvest. 

Unlike in early spring, when ample nectar storage space needs to be 
provided to the colonies, only a few open frames may be sufficient during 
the summer. Yet, this can be highly variable with the location of the 
hives, and beekeepers do well being generous, at least for a while, until 
the bees will have to move stores in the brood chambers. But we are not 
there yet. So, open frames can be safely inserted in the supers. If the 
bees do not use them, they are not at risk of being damaged like beeswax 
foundation might be in times of nectar dearth, and they facilitate air 
circulation through the hives. When wet frames are returned to the hives, 
it is better to do this in the evening, again to reduce the risk of robbing. 

With the early summer flow on, mild weather and an ample supply 
of nurse bees and mature drones, the weeks around the summer solstice 
provide a last chance to raise a few queens from the very best of our 
hives under favorable conditions. These young queens will be kept at the 
ready to requeen colonies that do not perform or control mite population 
satisfactorily before the fall. 

The grass has dried around the hives. So, let’s be particularly 
careful with our smokers. If practical, providing some shade to the hives 
during the afternoon can reduce their need for water. Regardless, sources 
of water must be kept available to the bees without any interruption. 

Do not miss going to the apiaries in the warm evenings. Enjoy the 
sweet fragrance that emanates from the softly humming hives. 
In summary, this month: 
- Inspect hives when the foragers are out in large numbers, avoiding the 
heat of the day. 
- Follow-up on the development of young colonies.   
- Evaluate the quality of young queens.  Replace failing or undesirable 
queens. 
- Keep an eye on the health of the colonies. 
- Combine or requeen inherently weak colonies or those that are not 
developing properly. 
- Perform hive divisions and raise queens, where and when conditions are 
favorable. 



- Maintain adequate air circulation through the hives. 
- Be aware of situations and manipulations that can trigger robbing. 
- Make sure the components of the hives fit tightly to prevent secondary 
entrances that might allow robber bees to enter. 
- Ensure that sources of water are continuously available to the bees. 
- Provide filtered afternoon shade, if at all possible. 
- Adjust the size of the hive entrances to match the forager activity and 
to reduce the risk of robbing. 
- Monitor swarm traps. 
- Keep some equipment at the ready to catch the occasional swarm. 
- Manage honey supers (add space before it’s needed; open frames 
facilitate air circulation through the hive). 
- Harvest surplus spring honey, making sure to leave enough honey in the 
hives. 
- Discard old and misshapen combs. 
- Render wax. 
- Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment. 
  

Serge Labesque © 2018 

!  
A December sunrise over part of Gascony, France. From the Basque Country to the Roussillon, 
the 250-mile-long Pyrenees adorns the southern horizon. Changes in farming practices are 
transforming this landscape and profoundly affecting this environment. The local bee is the black 
bee, Apis mellifera mellifera. SL © 2018 



In case you missed it: 



GBA Calendar  

June 5:  GBA Meeting:  The Cottage Food Industry, with Cathy 
Carlson 

July 10: 



Calendar of Events 

Tuesday, June 5 
Upstairs Old City Hall Restaurant  
Topic: The Cottage Food Industry    Speaker: Cathy Carlson 
Please RSVP if you will be joining us for dinner downstairs in the 
restaurant at 5:00. 

Upcoming Classes and Conferences 

                                   No Local Events Scheduled 

   



Club Meetings 
 

First Monday of the month  
Santa Clara Valley Beekeepers Guild 

6:15 pm 
Dwell Christian Church San Jose  

1292 Minnesota Ave San Jose CA 95125  
http://beeguild.org/ 

First Tuesday of the month  
Gilroy Beekeepers Association  

7:00 pm 
Old City Hall Restaurant 

7400 Monterey Rd.  
Gilroy, Ca  

http://www.gilroybees.com 

First Wednesday of the month  
Santa Cruz Beekeepers Guild 

6:30 pm 
El Rio Mobile Home Park,  

 2120 N. Pacific Ave.  
Santa Cruz, CA 

http://santacruzbees.com 

First Thursday of the month  
Beekeepers Guild of San Mateo 

7:00 pm 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

1106 Alameda de Pulgas 
San Carlos, CA 

http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/ 

First Saturday of the month  
Monterey Bay Beekeepers 

8:00 am 

Black Bear Diner 

2450 N. Fremont Street Monterey, CA 93940  
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/ 

http://beeguild.org/
http://www.gilroybees.com
http://santacruzbees.com
http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/


Please Support Our Loyal Sponsors  
 

  

 


