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Editor’s Message 
by Kathleen Stang 

It's hard to believe, but here we are, halfway through winter.  
The Tree Dahlia in our yard has been pruned back, and we now 
have cuttings available, which we will bring to the February 
meeting.  Also, remember to bring in your gallon size nursery 
pots for Cathy Carlson to reuse.  Spring will be here before you 
know it! 
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President’s Message 
by Randy Fox  

           
Thinking about February… 
It’s never too early to start thinking about what we need to do 
with our bees to be prepared for the upcoming spring build up 
and summer pollination/honey season. To that end our February 
meeting will be a roundtable discussion with Roark Diters, Grant 
Wolfe, Mile Stang and Dave Stocks sharing their experiences and 
suggestions. Hopefully all of you will share your own personal 
experiences as well. There is no one best way to do things. The 
more we share our individual experiences amongst ourselves the 
more we understand the local environment we live in and how 
to better take care of our bees. 
An important part of the upcoming month is the fact that as 
well as our own hives building up there are many migratory 
hives in the area. That means there could be an increased 
chance of swarm calls coming to us from local sources as well as 
individuals who see our website swarm catcher list. If you have 
an interest in being on the swarm list (think about getting free 
bees) then we will be offering our annual swarm class on 
Saturday February 24th. Details about the class can be found 
here: http://gilroybees.com/upcoming_classes.htm  If you want 
to be on the list on our website you need to have completed this 
class. To be clear, this class is for first timers wanting to learn 
about bee swarms and how to deal with them as well as wanting 
to be listed on the website. Those of you with experience and 
expertise will always remain on the list for the valuable service 
you provide. 
I look forward to seeing you all at the meeting next Tuesday. 

              

http://gilroybees.com/upcoming_classes.htm


February Member Photo 
Submitted by Randy Fox 

Extractors and Uncapping Equipment available for rent to 
GBA members.  Thank you Randy!  And thank you Grant, for 
storing these! 

   



Recipe of The Month 
Submitted by 

Sandi Fox 

Apple and Toasted Pecan Salad with Honey Poppy Seed Dressing 

Dressing                                           Salad 
1/2 cup Apple Cider Vinegar             1 head Romaine Lettuce 
2 Tbls. Poppy Seeds/Hemp Hearts     1 Fuji Apple 
1/4 cup Vegetable Oil                       1/2 cup Dried Cranberries/           
1/4 teaspoon Pepper                         Apricots                                                                                                                               
1/2 cup Honey                                  1 cup Pecans/Walnuts 
                                                       1 small Red Onion 
                                           1-6 oz. Package Feta/Cojita Cheese 

                                                                                                                             
Proportion Salad ingredients to personal taste.aCombine 
dressing ingredients and mix thoroughlyTossing Salad with 
dressing just before serving.  Serves 6. 

                                    



Plant of The Month 
 Rosemary 

    Rosmarinus  officinalis 'Tuscan Blue' 

This Mediterranean native has the distinction of providing both 
pollen and nectar to honeybees.  Drought tolerant, Rosemary 
grows best in full sun, in zones 9-10, and blooms repeatedly 
throughout the year.  Known best for its culinary contribution, 
Rosemary is also used in medicine for digestion and in 
cosmetics, most notably, as a hair tonic to stimulate hair 
growth.  ‘Tuscan Blue’ has beautiful deep blue flowers, and 
grows to 6’ tall if not pruned. 



News from the Bee World  
Articles courtesy of The W.A.S., Bee Culture Magazine, ABJ, and 
A.A.S. 

  

AGRICULTURAL FUNGICIDE ATTRACTS HONEY BEES

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — When given the choice, honey bee foragers 
prefer to collect sugar syrup laced with the fungicide chlorothalonil 
over sugar syrup alone, researchers report in the journal Scientific 
Reports.

The puzzling finding comes on the heels of other studies linking 
fungicides to declines in honey bee and wild bee populations. 
One recent study, for example, found parallels between the use of 
chlorothalonil and the presence of Nosema bombi, a fungal 
parasite, in bumble bees. Greater chlorothalonil use also was 
linked to range contractions in four declining bumble bee species.

Other research has shown that European honey bees have a very 
limited repertoire of detoxifying enzymes and that exposure to one 
potentially toxic compound – including fungicides – can interfere 
with their ability to metabolize others.

“People assume that fungicides affect only fungi,” said University 
of Illinois entomology professor and department head May 
Berenbaum, who led the new research with postdoctoral 
researcher Ling-Hsiu Liao. “But fungi are much more closely 
related to animals than they are to plants. And toxins that disrupt 
physiological processes in fungi can also potentially affect them in 
animals, including insects.”



Some scientists have argued that bees may be less susceptible to 
agricultural chemicals than laboratory studies suggest because 
the bees might detect potentially toxic chemicals in the 
environment and avoid them. But a 2015 study found that 
European honey bees and at least one species of bumble bee 
actually prefer food laced with neonicotinoid pesticides.

To test whether foraging honey bees showed a preference for 
other chemicals they are likely to encounter in the wild, Liao set 
up two feeding stations in a large enclosure. Foraging honey bees 
could fly freely from one feeder to the other, choosing to collect 
either sugar syrup laced with a test chemical or sugar syrup 
mixed with a solvent as the control. Over the course of the study, 
she tested honey bee responses to nine naturally occurring 
chemicals, three fungicides and two herbicides at various 
concentrations.

The trials revealed that honey bees prefer the naturally occurring 
chemical quercetin over controls at all concentrations tested.

“That makes sense, because everything the honey bees eat has 
quercetin in it,” Berenbaum said. “There’s quercetin in nectar, 
there’s quercetin in pollen. Quercetin is in honey and beebread, 
and it’s a reliable cue that bees use to recognize food.”

To the researchers’ surprise, the bees also preferred sugar syrup 
laced with glyphosate – the active ingredient in Monsanto’s 
Roundup herbicide – at 10 parts per billion, but not at higher 
concentrations. And while the bees actively avoided syrup 
containing the fungicide prochloraz, they showed a mild 
preference for sugar syrup laced with chlorothalonil at 0.5 and 50 
parts per billion, but not at 500 ppb.



“The bees are not only not avoiding this fungicide, they’re 
consuming more of it at certain concentrations,” Berenbaum said.

Fungicides are among the most prevalent contaminants of honey 
bee hives, and it is likely the bees themselves are bringing these 
pesticides into the colony through their food-collecting activities. 
While perplexing, bees’ preferences for some potentially toxic 
chemicals may be the result of their distinct evolutionary history, 
Berenbaum said.

“Honey bee foragers are gleaners,” she said. “They’re active from 
early spring until late fall, and no single floral source exists for 
them for that whole season. If they don’t have a drive to search 
out something new, that’s going to seriously compromise their 
ability to find the succession of flowers they need. Unnatural 
chemicals might be a signal for a new food.”

The new findings are worrisome in light of research showing that 
exposure to fungicides interferes with honey bees’ ability to 
metabolize the acaricides used by beekeepers to kill the parasitic 
varroa mites that infest their hives, the researchers said.

“The dose determines the poison,” Berenbaum said. “If your 
ability to metabolize poisons is compromised, then a therapeutic 
dose can become a toxic dose. And that seems to be what 
happens when honey bees encounter multiple pesticides.”  — 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
                               Courtesy of  the W.A.S. Newsletter, January, 2018 



My February Beekeeping To-Do List 
  

By 
Serge Labesque 

  
Frames and top bars 

Could there be a more ordinary piece of beekeeping 
equipment than a top bar or a frame? Indispensable elements of 
the “moveable-frame” hives most beekeepers use nowadays, 
frames and top bars are all about function: Not only do they 
carry the weight of the entire colonies and their combs, which 
contain their brood and stores, but they also have to be sturdy 
enough to endure the loads imposed upon them by rough 
handling or powerful honey extractors without falling apart. 
They must to be rigid enough to resist the prying of hive tools 
without bending, all this while protecting the fragile combs they 
hold. The demands placed on frames and top bars do not end 
here. Yet, the bees certainly don’t need frames or top bars, 
since they would normally attach their combs to the walls of the 
nest cavities they inhabit and brace them as necessary. The 
point here is that these hive elements exist for the benefit of 
beekeepers. Safety of comb manipulation and cost are often the 
main considerations behind their design and selection. 

When standalone top bars are used, as is done in Kenyan, 
Warré, or similar “top-bar” hives, the bees frequently attach 
their combs to the walls of the hives, but the beekeepers 
systematically destroy these connections in order to manipulate 
the combs. Therefore, a logical alternative and arguably an 
improvement on the use of top bars is the use of frames to hold 
the bees’ wax constructions. Indeed, frames can maintain the 
bee space between these and adjoining hive elements while 
allowing the bees to secure the edges of their combs to the end 
bars and bottom bars of the frames, if they are inclined to do 



so. Frames that are correctly dimensioned let beekeepers 
manipulate the combs safely and easily without damaging the 
combs, as Langstroth and others discovered in the 19th century. 

A large number of options are available between the very 
simple wooden top bars and complete plastic honey combs. 
Frames come in many shapes, sizes and materials, and they may 
be outfitted with various types of foundations and 
reinforcements. The selection of what we use in our hives 
depends a lot on our preferences and on how we learn and 
practice beekeeping. After trying many different styles over the 
years, my choice is to use wood frames without any foundation. 
I presently use wiring only in the frames that are destined to be 
placed in brood chambers, because this allows the safe 
examination of the brood. This also facilitates the harvest of 
honey. We simply cut the combs out of the frames. The 
undersides of the top bars of the frames I make either have a 
prismatic cross-section or include a wood spline along the 
centerline. This helps guide the bees during their comb-building 
process, although it is not an absolute necessity. The careful 
placement of the frames in the hives is much more effective. 

As we prepare our equipment for the approaching spring 
colony build-up and honey flow, top bars or frames are among 
the most important pieces of equipment we need to fabricate, 
assemble, or gather. Frames are somewhat more complex to 
make than simple top bars, but in my opinion their advantages 
are significant, both for the bees and for the beekeeper. As long 
as they are correctly built and placed in the hives that will hold 
them, the construction of brace combs will be avoided, and they 
are easy to manipulate without causing harm to the bees or 
damaging their work. 
February in the apiaries 

Much is happening inside the hives. The small populations 
are working hard to raise the next generation of bees. In turn, 
the colonies will mature into powerhouses capable of exploiting 



the spring honey flow and, possibly, of reproducing by swarming. 
It’s a transformation that happens over a matter of only a few 
weeks, regardless of the weather. 

The queens are steadily increasing their egg production 
from a few dozen to several hundred per day, or more. 
Consequently, brood nests are going to grow very rapidly. But 
the queens can do this only if they can find enough empty cells 
to place their eggs. As adult bees emerge, the volume of the 
clusters will augment even faster than the brood nests. Although 
the weather can be cold and rainy, there are those nice sunny 
days when the foragers head out for the plants in bloom. They 
return carrying heavy loads of pollen and nectar, which they 
need to unload. All this requires more space in the hives. 

The lack of adequate hive volume may lead to one of two 
outcomes: Either the colony fails to develop well, in which case 
it will miss the early spring honey flow and the season of colony 
reproduction, or its nest becomes cramped, which forces the 
bees to swarm prematurely, before its strength is satisfactory 
and the conditions are suitable. 

It is not difficult to avoid these potential problems. But it 
requires that we act early enough and increase the volume of 
the hives. As we’ve seen in last month’s article, this can be 
easily done in one of two ways, which may be combined. The 
first and simplest is the addition of supers. The other is the 
addition of a frame or two alongside the brood nests, a 
manipulation that is facilitated when we use follower boards 
and we keep the brood chambers narrow during winter. Doing 
both may take a little more time, but it will be quite effective 
in satisfying the needs of the bees. At no point while performing 
these rapid additions to the hives do we break the clusters or 
inspect their combs. The risk of chilling the brood is too great, 
since the number of adult bees is still relatively small. 

Since the lower parts of the hives have been vacated by the 
bees during the winter, it is often recommended to reverse the 



brood chambers. However, this is not a good solution, because 
the colonies will need to use these empty spaces in early spring 
to expand their brood nests and to form their clusters at night 
and during periods of inclement weather. It’s a practice that 
breaks propolis seals, if not the brood nests themselves, at the 
worst time of the year. Still, we cannot expect the bees to move 
back down into these cold areas of the hives at this time of year. 

The October fires prevented many of us from harvesting 
the surplus honey in the fall. Certainly this was an unusual 
situation, but this excess honey needs to be removed from the 
hives. Otherwise, its presence may impair the development of 
the colonies. 

For a variety of reasons, which may include queen failure, 
too-small clusters, disease and poor hive configuration, some 
colonies will not make it to the spring. We need to take them 
away from the apiaries as soon as possible to prevent other bees 
from robbing them, figure out the cause of their demise and 
take care of the equipment appropriately. Come next spring, the 
hives that will have come out of winter successfully will be 
sources of new colonies to replace the lost ones. It’s time to 
prepare our equipment, first to make sure that these colonies 
can grow well, and then to house their offspring. 

Hopefully, we can find a little time before spring arrives to 
add plants that will offer pollen and nectar to our bees and 
other pollinators. There is no better way to feed them and at 
the same time to improve and beautify our environment. 
In summary, this month: 
- I highly encourage all beekeepers NOT to order, buy or bring 
in package bees, nucs and queens from outside our 
immediate area!   Instead, arrange to obtain bees from 
neighbor beekeepers. 
- Inspect the exterior of the hives: 
• Verify that hive tops are still properly set and secured and that 
the hive entrances remain unobstructed. 



• Observe the landing boards and the ground in front of the 
hives. 
• On nice days, observe the flight paths and the bee activity. 
 Adjust the entrance reducers, if necessary. 
• Make sure the upper ventilation slots are open to prevent the 
build-up of metabolic moisture inside the hives. 
- Examine the debris on the monitoring trays. 
- Early in the month, on a sunny, windless day, perform cursory 
inspections of only the upper part of the hives. 
- Provide additional hive volume: Place supers with a few frames 
of empty drawn comb and follower boards. Add frames alongside 
the clusters. 
- Take care of or dispose appropriately of any equipment that 
held colonies that failed, as warranted. 
- Build and repair beekeeping equipment. 
- Plan for spring. 
- Plant bee forage. 
  

Serge Labesque © 2018 

Three cross-sections through top bars that I most frequently use in my 
frames.  Although the section at left is entirely custom-made, the center 
one may easily be assembled by adding a spline of wood to a typical 
grooved top bar, and the section at right is obtained by beveling a 
wedged top bar before assembling the frame.  The center cross-section is 
the most effective in leading the bees to initiate comb construction along 
the center plane of the frames. 
The comb in this frame is partially built.  No foundation is used. Instead, 
in this case a strip of wood that is fastened to the underside of the top 
bar guides the bees so that the comb is built in the plane of the frame. 
Both of the wires that were installed have been embedded by the bees in 
their wax comb. 



 

 
  



Calendar of Events 

Tuesday, Feb. 6 
February Meeting 7:00 
Upstairs Old City Hall Restaurant  

Upcoming Classes and Conferences 

Feb 4:  Year Round Varroa Mite Management Class, aka How to 
Have Your Hive Survive the Winter, 10am-noon. Instructor 
Jennifer Radtke’s Cottage in Oakland CA. Cost: $30. Sign up at 
biodevas@biofueloasis.com  or jennifer@biofueloasis.com. 

Feb 11: Backyard Beekeeping Class, 10am-1pm  
Sticky Art Lab, 1682 University Ave. (at McGee) Berkeley, CA. 
Cost $40.  Sign up at biodevas@biofueloasis.com or 
 jennifer@biofueloasis.com 
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Bee Club Meetings 
 

First Monday of the month  
Santa Clara Valley Beekeepers Guild 

6:15 pm 
Dwell Christian Church San Jose  

1292 Minnesota Ave San Jose CA 95125  
http://beeguild.org/ 

First Tuesday of the month  
Gilroy Beekeepers Association  

7:00 pm 
Old City Hall Restaurant 

7400 Monterey Rd.  
Gilroy, Ca  

http://www.gilroybees.com 

First Wednesday of the month  
Santa Cruz Beekeepers Guild 

6:30 pm 
El Rio Mobile Home Park,  

 2120 N. Pacific Ave.  
Santa Cruz, CA 

http://santacruzbees.com 

First Thursday of the month  
Beekeepers Guild of San Mateo 

7:00 pm 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

1106 Alameda de Pulgas 
San Carlos, CA 

http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/ 

First Saturday of the month  
Monterey Bay Beekeepers 

8:00 am 

Black Bear Diner 

2450 N. Fremont Street Monterey, CA 93940  
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/ 

http://beeguild.org/
http://www.gilroybees.com
http://santacruzbees.com
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http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/


Please Support Our Loyal Sponsors  
 

  

 


