
     

                   

                           The Buzzz                                

The Monthly Newsletter of the Gilroy Beekeepers Association         

Copyright©2018 

Kathleen Stang, Editor  
secretarygba@gilroybees.com 

 

 

In This Issue  
Editor’s Message                   
President's Message        
Member Photo         

Recipe of The Month             
Plant of The Month         
News from the Bee World    

This Month in the Bee 
Yard    Calendar of Events         
Monthly Meeting 

Editor’s Message 
by Kathleen Stang 

Spring is here!  And right on time, so are the bees!  Swarming has begun, 
and Bee Packages will be arriving soon.  Please contact me if you would 
like to place an order.  All orders and payments need to be in no later 
than March 31st. The bees will be ready for pick up from Grant’s house 
around mid-April.  We will contact you when they are ready.  Please 
arrange for pick up by 7:00 pm the day they arrive, out of consideration 
for Grant and Mike; and, to ensure the best chance of the bees’ survival.  
Thank you! 
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                                     President’s Message 
                                            by Randy Fox 

It was great to see over 40 people attend our March meeting. 
Thanks again to Alan Henninger for the interesting and very 
informative presentation. There were several bits of general 
information about which I wanted to remind members. Alan’s 
wife Nella, a Master Gardener like myself, mentioned two 
upcoming events that should be of at least moderate interest to 
anyone interested in improving forage for their bees. The first is 
the California Native Plant Society’s Going Native Garden Tour. 
Several years back Sandi and I made the commitment to convert 
our property to native plants and it has been amazing to see 
how many bees, butterflies, lady bug beetles and other 
beneficial species have migrated to our yard. Here is a link to 
more information about the upcoming open house tour http://
gngt.org/GNGT/HomeRO.php . 
Looking for flowers, veggies, herbs or other favorite plants you 
can never seem to find at local nurseries? Then take time out to 
attend the SCV Master Gardeners Spring Sale on Saturday April 
14th at Martial Cottle Park.  Having germinated peppers for this 
event and having attended many times I can tell you from first 
hand experience that you will be amazed at the variety of 
offerings you will find.   Here is a link to more information 
(including a mini listing of plants that will be available) about 
the upcoming event http://mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu/events/
spring-garden-market/ 
Dave Stocks mentioned the upcoming Earth Day event on April 
28th at the Gilroy Demonstration Garden on Eigleberry Street 
between 6th and 7th. This event is only a couple of hours long 
and not only supports the planet but also gives us a chance to 
introduce our club to the locals. If nothing else, think of it a 
chance to let people know who to call for swarms (Free Bees!!). 
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Contact Dave if you can spare a bit of your Saturday for this 
event.         
Anyone who has read the popular beekeeping magazines quickly 
realizes that much of the information is more related to 
beekeeping east of the rockies than it is to what happens here 
on the left coast of America. During his talk Alan mentioned two 
good historical reference books about beekeeping in California 
and indicated that you could probably find them somewhere on 
internet. Fear not! They are both available on our very own 
website. You can find them here http://gilroybees.com/
Books_CA.htm 
Lastly, our team of Mike Stang and Grant Wolfe did another 
great job of delivering an informative class on how to install bee 
packages and how to split hives. We had good participation for 
the class and several attendees joined the club afterwards. I 
have posted a few photos provided by one of the attendees (and 
a new member) on our website  
http://gilroybees.com/photos/index.php/Packages-and-Splits-
Class 
With packages arriving soon I have asked Grant and Mike to do 
an abbreviated refresher on package installation at the April 
meeting. 
I look forward to seeing you all at the meeting! 
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April Member Photo 
Submitted by Kathleen Stang 

1st Swarm of the Season from Stang’s Apiary 



Recipe of The Month 
A sweet/sour and slightly spicy Spring salad  

(Honey and Bacon?  What's not to like?) 

Red-Skin Potato Salad with Honey Dill Dressing 

11/2  lbs. small red new potatoes  
1 bunch watercress, washed and chopped 

Honey Dill Dressing: 
4 strips Bacon 
1 medium Onion 
6 tablespoons Honey 
6 tablespoons Apple Cider Vinegar 
1/2 teaspoon Cornstarch  
1/2 teaspoon Water 
2 tablespoons Fresh Dill or 1 tablespoon Dried Dill 
                                                                                                                        
I large pot, boil whole potatoes in salted water until tender, but firm.  
Drain and cool. 
Make Dressing: 
While potatoes are cooling, sauté bacon until crisp and set aside.  Add 
onion to bacon drippings, cooking until soft, about 3 minutes.  Add honey 
and vinegar to pan; stir to combine, and bring to a boil.  Blend cornstarch 
with water; stir into honey mixture.  Cook until mixture thickens.  
Remove from heat.  Crumble bacon.  Stir bacon and Dill into dressing.  
Cut cooled potatoes in half, leaving skins on.  In large bowl, combine 
potatoes and watercress.  Pour Dressing over salad and toss gently.  Serve 
immediately. 

*Editor’s Notes:  Arrowroot powder can be substituted for cornstarch.  
Salad can be made ahead and chilled.  Add dressing just before serving. 



Plant of The Month 
English Lavender  

 Lavandula angustifolia 

Lavender is one of the most popular garden plants among bees, and 
flourish best in dry, well-drained, sandy or gravelly soils in full sun.  All 
types need little or no fertilizer and good air circulation. In areas of high 
humidity, root rot due to fungus infection can be a problem. Organic 
mulches can trap moisture around the plants' bases, encouraging root rot. 
Gravelly materials such as crushed rocks give better results.  It grows best 
in soils with a pH between 6 and 8.  Questions?  Ask our resident Lavender 
expert:  Cathy Carlson.  She also has French Lavender plants for sale, $5 
per gallon.  Shown here:  L. dentata on the left; L. provence on the right. 



News from the Bee World  
Articles courtesy of The W.A.S., Bee Culture Magazine, ABJ, and A.A.S. 
  
SICK BEES EAT HEALTHIER 

Dr Lori Lach, Senior Lecturer at James Cook University, Australia, 
reported a study that compared the feeding habits of healthy bees to 
those infected with the gut parasite Nosema ceranae. 

In the study, published recently in the journal Microbial Ecology, the 
researchers first gave groups of bees different kinds of pollen. They found 
that sick bees, and not healthy bees, lived longer when they had access 
to the pollen that was more nutritious, even though it also increased the 
number of parasites found in their gut. 

“The real question then was – when the bees had the opportunity to 
select their own food, would they choose what was good for them?” said 
Jade Ferguson, the student who conducted the project for her Honours 
degree. 

The answer was yes. When given the option to forage on artificial flowers 
with either high quality pollen, lower quality pollen, or sugar water, 
healthy bees showed no pollen preference. However, twice as many 
infected bees selected the higher quality pollen than the lower quality 
pollen. 

“Nosema ceranae is one of the most widespread parasites of adult honey 
bees in the world, and a lot of studies have investigated its effects on 
bee physiology. Ours is the first study we’re aware of to investigate 
effects on floral choice,” said Dr. Lach. 

It is still unclear how the bees distinguish between pollens of different 
quality. However, the choices bees make will likely affect the native and 
crop flowers they visit. Flowers vary greatly in the quality of pollen they 
offer and are often competing for pollinators. Parasites appear to be one 
more factor that may influence which flowers are visited. 

                                                                      -Bee Culture Magazine, 
March 10, 2018 



My April Beekeeping To-Do List 
  

By 
Serge Labesque 

  
Bees on large combs 

This will be my fifth year using very large frames in my hives. It’s an 
experimental set-up that I dubbed “Double-Deep Brood Chambers” or 
“DD” for short. Not to be confused with conventional stacks of two 
individual hive bodies, these tall brood chambers contain frames that are 
the equivalent in size of two Langstroth deep frames. This trial has 
achieved more than I expected. It has also opened a fresh perspective on 
colony life for me. 

Because the bees are given large open frames with no foundation or 
intermediate bars, the comb builders fashion their constructions freely, 
except for the influence honey flows or dearth may have on them. While 
the bees extend their brood combs downward in the frames, they first 
form worker-size cells, just like swarms do when they move into empty 
nest cavities. The vast majority of the worker cells measure 5.25 mm 
wide, with most of the deviating cells being slightly larger. This is exactly 
what I have observed in bee trees. Then, when the comb builders have 
built enough of these cells to sustain the hive’s worker bee population, 
they start producing larger drone-size cells. How deep in the brood 
chamber this shift in cell size occurs is indicative of the prolificacy of the 
queen and of the strength of the colony. But it also depends on other 
factors, which include the number of combs that are being built 
simultaneously. Frequently, the lower edges of the combs are skewed 
toward the entrance of the hive while comb construction is in progress. 

Whereas a few strong hives could possibly use even taller frames, 
less vigorous colonies or young ones that are started near the end of the 
spring nectar flow tend to leave a few inches of open space below the 
lower edges of their combs. Based on this observation, the 17 3/8” (44 
cm) vertical dimension of the DD frame openings seems to satisfy most 
colonies. The width of the frames, end to end, appears to be less 
important to the bees, and at 17” (43 cm) it looks optimal. 

It takes only five or six of these large frames to maintain a beautiful 
brood nest. The bees clearly exhibit a strong preference to expand, 
contract, or move their nests along the planes of the combs rather than 
moving from comb to comb. The lateral frames of the DD brood chambers 
often become copiously filled with stores. 



Remarkably, as these colonies use their combs according to their 
own instinct and needs, they organize the contents of the brood 
chambers somewhat differently than when smaller frames fragment their 
nests. Most noticeable are the frequent distribution of bee bread 
throughout the brood chambers and the layout of the brood. 

Since the queens are not restrained in their egg-laying task by bars 
or other obstacles, they often fill contiguous areas of a comb 
sequentially. And yet, in the end the brood nests become nearly circular. 
This might indicate that the half-moon shape that is considered normal by 
beekeepers is actually the result of the comb-limiting effect of shallower 
beekeeping equipment. 

During colony build-up in the spring, the brood chambers may grow 
to the point of holding eight DD frames. At two square feet of comb 
surface area per frame, this corresponds to 16 square feet (1.5 m2) of 
comb, which is adequate for a brood chamber, the honey supers providing 
additional nectar-storage capacity when necessary. After the divisions of 
the hives and as summer dearth approaches, the bees may really need 
only five or six DD frames in the brood chambers. This amount of comb 
space seems ideal for most colonies overwintering in my apiaries. 

DD colonies that prepare to swarm build their queen cells most 
often along the nearly vertical edges of the combs, or, occasionally, in the 
rare openings the bees may have created in their interior. Interestingly, 
they produce far fewer swarm cells than the colonies that live on 
standard frames. I suspect that this is because the DD brood nests are not 
interrupted by horizontal gaps, which is where swarm cells are found in 
our more typical hives. This is yet another striking similarity between the 
Double-Deep Brood Chambers and wild bee nests. 

As I still maintain one apiary where the colonies are on medium 
Langtroth frames, I can compare these more common hives and the DD 
hives. Considerably less beekeeper involvement is necessary in the 
management of the Double-Deep Brood Chamber hives, if only because 
the large frames are not shuffled between supers. At this point in the 
trial, I unequivocally prefer the DD hives for the benefits they bring to 
the bees. However, they require a somewhat different year-round 
strategy, and I find myself learning how to keep bees in a new way. 
Exciting! 
April in the apiaries 

Spring is a time of intense and rapid changes, not the least visible 
of which are an eruption of bright colors, increasing day length and an 
explosion of life. This revitalization has been brewing for a while. In the 



apiaries, the colonies had been growing discreetly inside their brood 
chambers. The tiny eggs that were laid in late February have become the 
busy foragers that fill the early April flight paths. 

Although colony life may be modulated to some extent by many 
factors such as the weather, nectar and pollen availability, colony health 
issues, or by a beekeeper’s practices, overall it follows a rather 
predictable pattern. In the spring, however, there is an important fork in 
the normal course of events: Some colonies attempt to reproduce; others 
may not. 

Not surprisingly, many beekeepers organize much of their spring 
apiary work around swarming, which is how colonies multiply. They place 
swarm traps, race around town and country to chase swarms, and, 
weather permitting, they inspect their hives for signs of preparation for 
swarming, mainly the sudden scarcity of open brood or the presence of 
queen cells. The colonies are divided when any of these conditions are 
encountered. 

Still, much more has to be done: keeping the yards uncluttered, 
placing honey supers, possibly harvesting some honey and producing a 
few queens. For sure, it does not take having a large number of hives to 
feel overwhelmed by the mass of work that needs to be done in the 
spring, but let’s not forget to enjoy the whitening of the combs, the 
colorful pollen and the sweet fragrance of the hives. In a few weeks, this 
hustle will be over. 

Until then, the multiplication of our colonies remains our main goal. 
To obtain quality queens, the best timetable is one decided by the bees. 
However, the division of the hives is just the start of a process where 
follow-up is important. Yet, once the beginning of the queen-rearing 
process has been assured, the colonies should not be disturbed before we 
expect it to be completed. For this reason, keeping good notes of the 
timing of the manipulations is particularly helpful, or else we risk 
endangering the young queens or not addressing queen failures in a 
timely manner. Let’s not forget that these young colonies and queens are 
the future of our apiaries. 

During the inspections of the brood nests, we watch for potential 
colony health problems, mainly chalkbrood, European foulbrood, or 
queen-related issues, and we deal with them without delay. After the 
removal of contaminated brood frames, the bees can rapidly recover 
from most spring diseases, thanks to good bee nutrition provided by the 
spring honey flow. The period of broodlessness that is created by the 



production of young queens during the division of the colonies is also 
greatly beneficial to the bees in their fight against varroa mites. 

The spring honey flow is a not-to-be-missed opportunity to have the 
bees build new combs. These will replace the old or misshapen ones we 
routinely discard. As the frames of the honey supers begin to be filled 
with the light nectar and honey of the season, I frequently place open 
frames between the combs of still-uncapped honey. The bees extend the 
uncapped cells into the space that this creates, and the honeycombs 
become very thick. When these combs are capped, they may hold twice 
the normal amount of honey and they can be crushed easily to draw the 
honey. Of course, they also need to be separated by empty frames during 
transportation to avoid damaging them. 

Harvesting spring honey can be a challenge. Some of it has to be 
collected as soon as possible, as it may crystalize in the combs. However, 
there are times when spring honey still contains an excessively large 
proportion of water, especially if the combs are not completely capped. 
When this is the case, the honeycombs should be left in the hives for 
further dehydrating and ripening. The frequently-mentioned rule of 
thumb of “harvesting honey when the combs are 75% capped” is not a 
reliable guide during the spring. Also, when honey can be shaken out of 
the combs, it is better not to harvest it yet. Time and warm dry weather 
will help the enzymes the bees added to the nectar do their work. 
Although a refractometer can be used to test the water content of the 
honey, when in doubt it’s preferable to just wait a little longer. 

As honey starts to accumulate in the supers, more nectar-storage 
space needs to be provided. This may be done by replacing the frames we 
harvest with empty ones, or by adding more supers. When adding new 
supers, I prefer bottom supering, meaning placing the new supers directly 
above the brood chambers and under any honey supers that were already 
in place. I invite the bees to work in the new supers by moving follower 
boards and a few frames from the previous supers into the new ones. 
Doing this transfers the odor of the colony and some of their work-in-
progress into the new supers, and the bees immediately accept these 
additions. 

Some space in the hives needs to be available to the returning 
foragers for clustering at night or during periods of inclement weather. 
The correct location of this space is between the brood nests and the 
entrances of the hives. When this space is not present, the foragers are 
forced to stay outside and the colony may be driven to swarm 
prematurely. Adding a super with frames between the hive bottom and 



 

 

 

 

 

This is a DD frame from an average-strength colony, in early summer and in a drought year. The comb was built during 

the spring. The queen, which is visible near the center of the comb, just started laying eggs in the area of open cells (at 

left and above an area of sealed brood). During its construction, the comb was visibly skewed toward the entrance, 

which is at lower left in this picture. The comb builders filled the lower right quadrant of the comb with drone-size cells. 

Note the crown of honey and the placement of stores throughout the brood nest, which ensures good nutrition of the 

brood.  

Queen Area with eggs 

Drone brood comb Sealed brood 



the brood chamber is an effective way of creating this clustering space. 
However, when the hives have been properly managed in early spring, 
without reversing of the brood chambers, the bees make this happen 
spontaneously. 

Yes, there is a lot to do at this time of year. But it’s a lot of fun and 
we can hope that it will be very productive in the end. 
In summary, this month: 
- I highly encourage all beekeepers NOT to order, buy or bring in 
package bees, nucs or queens from outside our immediate area! 
  Instead, arrange to obtain bees from neighbor beekeepers in close 
proximity. 
- Inspect the hives regularly. Focus your attention on the open brood 
(eggs and young larvae) for signs of health issues and colony preparation 
for swarming. 
- Ensure unimpeded development of the brood nests.   Add frames to 
provide egg-laying space and comb-building opportunities. 
- Add frames and supers to provide nectar storage space. 
- Ensure the presence of clustering space between the brood nests and 
the hive entrances. 
- Perform hive divisions when the colonies are initiating their 
preparations for swarming. 
- Rear a few queens from your best stock. 
- Observe the monitoring trays, particularly for signs of brood diseases, 
chalkbrood mummies, EFB-affected larvae or other health-related 
problems. 
- Gradually open the entrances of the hives to match the increasing 
forager activity. 
- Harvest only surplus early spring honey. 
- Make sure you leave enough honey in the hives, 20 lb. being adequate 
for a mature colony at this time of year. 
- Monitor the swarm traps that were set out. 
- Requeen or combine overwintered hives that are not performing 
satisfactorily, and those that have failing queens. 
- Keep some equipment at the ready to catch the occasional swarm. 
- Maintain sources of water for the bees. 
- Pull weeds from in front of the hives. 
- Discard old and misshapen combs. 
- Render wax from discarded frames. 
- Routinely clean and scorch tools and equipment. 

 Serge Labesque © 2018  



Calendar of Events 

Sunday, April 1  
Easter 

Tuesday, April 3 
April Meeting 7:00 
Upstairs Old City Hall Restaurant  
Speaker will be Chuck Schroyer on Beekeeping in Vietnam. 
Please RSVP if you will be joining us for dinner downstairs in the 
restaurant at 5:00. 

Sunday, April 22 
Earth Day 

Upcoming Classes and Conferences 

Sunday, April 8:  Hive Inspection 

11-1:30  Instructor:  Jennifer at Radke’s Cottage in Oakland, CA  Cost: $35  
This class will be repeated April 21 

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hive-inspection-class-
beekeeping-tickets-42258096103. 

Sunday, April 15:  Backyard Beekeeping  

9-Noon  Sticky Art Lab, 1682 University Ave. (at McGee) Berkeley, CA 
Cost: $40 
Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/introduction-to-backyard-
beekeeping-tickets-42188504954. 

Sunday, April 22:  Year Round Varroa Mite Management aka How to 
Have Your Hive Survive the Winter 

6-8 pm  Instructor:  Jennifer at Radke’s Cottage in Oakland, CA   

Cost: $30 

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/year-round-mite-
management-and-winter-hive-survival-tickets-42729925357. 
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Bee Club Meetings 
 

First Monday of the month  
Santa Clara Valley Beekeepers Guild 

6:15 pm 
Dwell Christian Church San Jose  

1292 Minnesota Ave San Jose CA 95125  
http://beeguild.org/ 

First Tuesday of the month  
Gilroy Beekeepers Association  

7:00 pm 
Old City Hall Restaurant 

7400 Monterey Rd.  
Gilroy, Ca  

http://www.gilroybees.com 

First Wednesday of the month  
Santa Cruz Beekeepers Guild 

6:30 pm 
El Rio Mobile Home Park,  

 2120 N. Pacific Ave.  
Santa Cruz, CA 

http://santacruzbees.com 

First Thursday of the month  
Beekeepers Guild of San Mateo 

7:00 pm 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

1106 Alameda de Pulgas 
San Carlos, CA 

http://www.sanmateobeeguild.org/ 

First Saturday of the month  
Monterey Bay Beekeepers 

8:00 am 

Black Bear Diner 

2450 N. Fremont Street Monterey, CA 93940  
http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/ 

http://beeguild.org/
http://www.gilroybees.com
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http://www.montereybaybeekeepers.org/


Please Support Our Loyal Sponsors  
 

  

 


